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Varsity peace group plans protest



Krishna Menon Speaks ...




[image: Photo: Robert W. Joiner.]


• "You cannot suppress people abroad and maintain freedom at home."


• "As Bertram Russell said, man has so far survived by his ignorance. We are betwixt one world that's dead and another that's afraid to be born.


• "It is sometimes said that the purpose of language is to communicate thoughts. With politicians that is not always so. Language is sometimes used to cover up thoughts."


• "Once the policy was divide and rule, now it is divide and leave."


• "Ideology is not important in this war. Ideology is not now as important at it was


• "Is the fellow who is being in the time of the Crusades." bombed really less civilised than the person who bombs him?"


• "The expenditure for one day in the Vietnam war would pay the whole annual budget of the U.N."




[image: Photo: Robert W. Joiner.]
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A march in protest against the Vietnam war and the Seato conference will leave Hunter Building on Wednesday at 1 p.m., the chairman of the University Peace in Vietnam Committee, Owen Gager, has announced.


The protest will be silent.


It will be the only demonstration against the Seato conference to take place early this week.


"This demonstration comes at a time when many are seriously calling in question the value of demonstrations as such," Mr. Gager said.


"We hope to make it as effective—and as pacific—as possible to illustrate that demonstrations still serve a purpose, as the only way of allowing every individual who wishes to associate with others in the dissociating himself from the planning of the Vietnam war going on in this country".


"There is no other way an individual can register an observable and public protest against the war.


"The Seato confernece gives to the Vietnam allies one of the many genuine opportunities for choice that history has accorded them so far", Mr. Gager said.


"They could choose at this moment to recognise how damaging, both psychologically and materially the NLF Tet offensive has been to them.


"They could recognise in the successes of both Eugene McCarthy and Robert Kennedy in the United States presidential primaries evidence of a swing of American opinion against the war.


"They could admit the ineffectiveness and disarray of their alliances and the difficulties of getting reinforcements.


"This period in the war gives as good and honourable reasons to the Americans as they have ever had to pull out of Vietnam.


"This march should underline what history is showing the Americans—and emphasize that disillusion with the war is not confined to United States presential primaries."




[image: Photo: Mike Silver]
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Conference crisis


A split among people opposed to the government's policy in Vietnam was averted last week.


Professor John Roberts had written a letter to the Minister of Finance, Mr R. D. Muldoon, dissociating himself from the conference.


Professor Roberts said he felt that the Committee on Vietnam had compromised the standing of the conference by deciding to demonstrate.


He said he would not have participated in the delegation to Mr. Muldoon over the decision to refuse an allocation of overseas funds for the fares of speakers had he known that the conference was to become an organ of political pressure.


In the circumstances he felt that he must apologise to the Minister.


A group of C.O.V. and conference leaders contacted him and said they had no part in the demonstrations.


He decided to withdraw this letter.


Professor Roberts said: "Everyone who is concerned to improve the sophistication and ethical standards of New Zealand's foreign policy owes both gratitude and respect to those who organised the conference."
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Spotlight On The Speaker


Krishna Menon, a former Defence Minister of India, spoke for two hours without notes at the Peace, Power and Politics conference before reaching his punchline —"I declare this conference inaugurated".


A little old lady won over everyone at the opening session of the conference.


Rising on her toes to emphasise her points, diminutive Mrs. Freda Cooke delivered to the crowded Opera House messages from North Vietnam.


She is an English teacher at Hanoi's Foreign Languages Institute.


The applause which followed her address was the greatest accorded any speaker at the morning session.


The Rev. John Beer, Chairman of the Mobilization Committee, Sydney, boldly asserted: "There is no church leader in the world of any significance who supports the war or the bombing of the North."
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'Will assist US'


"We will assist the United States if it is attacked," the Minister of Defence, Mr. Thompson, told Victoria University students on Thursday.


He was explaining what would be involved in the two 
Seato conferences and the Vietnam allies conference.


Mr. Thompson said the three conferences were consistent with New Zealand's national policy and interests.


They showed the full extent of the country's interest in Asia and the Pacific.


Ties with the United Kingdom may remain strong, but New Zealand had to rely on the United States for security.


"We speak the same language as the Americans in more ways than one," he said.


Mr. Thompson said the Anzus Treaty's reference to action by each nation to meet the common danger "according to its constitutional processes" should not be interpreted as an alibi for delaying action.
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• Mr. Clark Titman, who supports the government's policy in Vietnam, is attending the Peace, Power and Politics Conference.




During the Christmas vacation he walked from Auckland to Wellington with his wife and two children to demonstrate his point of view.


He said on Sunday: "I am really here to make an 'honest woman' out of the conference.


"My presence will make it less unrepresentative."


The organisers were most sincere in their views he said. "But they don't realise that we did not start the war and that we would stop it tomorrow if we could.


"I don't believe in the domino theory, or anything as simple as that.


"I don't believe in the Chinese plot theory.


"I don't think that if we fail in Vietnam we will fight in the Waikato."


But China would become much too powerful if it was allowed to gain the whole of South-East Asia's sympathy.


New Zealand would become dependent on it economically and in every other way.


• The new Vice-Chancellor, Dr. D. B. C. Taylor, arrived early last week.


Till recently, Dr. Taylor was senior tutor at Peterhouse, Cambridge.


His academic work has been on brittle fracture failures of metal.


Dr. Taylor, an Irishman, was educated at Queen's University, Dublin.


He is married to a New Zealander.




[image: Photo: M. Vickers.]

Dr. Taylor.
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New Caledonia Trip


A 25 per cent, student concession is available on a trip to New Caledonia in May.


The fare is $123, the president of NZUSA, 
John Mcgrath, said. NZUSA is organising the trip.


"This is a great opportunity for French students," Mr. McGrath said. "They will have three weeks' practice in the language."


The trip will start on May 5, but everything must be finalised by this Friday.


Interested students should ring NZUSA, 42-413.
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Editorials


April 2, 1968



Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of VUWSA.



Domino theory


However much United States and New Zealand policy in Vietnam is inspired by misguided self-interest and executed with bumbling atrocity, the real tragedy is not that the policy is maliciously inspired or evilly executed, for it is neither of these things. The real tragedy is just that the policy has failed.


Had the United States been able to win the war quickly and set up a stable right wing regime—be it democratic, pseudo-democratic or dictatorial—a few of the Vietnamese people would have been most satisfied and the vast apolitical majority acquiescent. The real business of living would have gone on. The basic problems of Vietnam (which concern the ownership of land) might even have been solved. But the war has dragged on. The moral, cultural and economic lifeblood of Vietnam has been sucked dry for fear of a mythical domino-player.


If China 
Is playing dominoes (and is not so incompetent as to make her a most unformidable opponent) why has she not taken Burma? If China IS playing dominoes why is hers only the third largest army in the world? If China 
Is playing dominoes why is she pouring all her military resources into hydrogen and atomic missiles?


To achieve and validity the domino theory must be modified to exclude a military plot in Peking. It must be simply the theory that any Communist country is potentially a base for supporting guerilla activities in any non-Communist country. Until New Zealand is both rent by internal guerrilla war and bordering a Communist country she need not fear being linked in the chain of dominoes.


Any attempted justification of New Zealand's participation in the war in terms of the domino theory—and this is the only justification offered—cannot possibly be based on the possibility that New Zealand would fail. It must be based on the more limited danger in the possibility that all or a substantial part of South-east Asia becomes Communist.


It seems somewhat doubtful that such a possibility is sufficiently strong, and sufficiently contrary to New Zealand's interests, to justify any war.


Views like these are common among people who have thought of the issues, and as more people think, they become more common.


Over the last days more people in Wellington have done more thinking than perhaps in any similar period. It becomes necessary to communicate the conclusions reached to the government, the news media, and the people who have yet to hink.


The method of communication which allows a large number of individuals to state their positions simply is to demonstrate. But there is a danger that demonstrations are both distasteful and monotonous to those they are aimed at. An effective demonstration must be both novel and respectable.
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Chaplain in defence



Sir—As I said in my sermon, one of the important functions of the University is to be a community where ideas can be freely questioned. I was therefore delighted that Janice Eames took issue with me in this week's Salient.


Janice thinks it is obvious that man can't be cut up into parts—body, mind and spirit, but she had already used an analogy (minister of religion is to spirit as dentist is to teeth) which showed that she had missed the point. She is thinking of spirit as a differentiated "part" of man, similar to his teeth. But not only are they entirely different concepts, it is also far more obvious that man possesses teeth than that he possesses a "spirit". True, a man may have among his needs and interests those which are loosely called "religious" or "spiritual" (both words being notoriously difficult to define adequately), but these are the needs and interests of the 
whole man. To minister to these needs in isolation is futile and can be dangerous.


My conclusion from this was not that the Church is therefore indispensable (I agree wtih Janice that this would be an "absurb implication") but that the only worthwhile participation by the Church in the university total participation.


I agree with Janice when she says we need to do more than get a degree or participate in extra-curricular activities — I hoped I had made that plain; but I can't agree that wisdom is never "acquired by anyone lacking a sound and joyous Christian faith". Must we delete from the ranks of the wise such people as Socrates or the Buddha—or even Job himself, on whose idea of wisdom I based my sermon and who was not particularly joyous and was certainly pre-Christian?


Yours faithfully,


Peter Jennings.






Opera club



Sir—The university has two well-established cultural clubs: Music and Drama. But these cater for a well-defined minority.


I believe it would be possible to bridge the gap between them by having an Operatic Society.


Obviously both the Drama and Music Clubs will have to be approached for some recognition of opera and musical since they are the main ingredients of it.


However an Operatic Society would not be formed at the expense of the Music and Drama Clubs. It would also draw its support from the great number of uncommitted students who enjoy a musical, comic opera, or a stage show.


An Operatic Society would serve as a median between the Music and Drama fraternities because it provides scope for acting as well as musical performance.


Opera and musical are able to provide a broad programme of entertainment acceptable to a wider group of people than either music or drama.


I would like to hear the opinions of others on this matter. Yours etc.,


Richard Greenfield.






So much garbage


This letter was sent to :—


The Secretary, Student Union Association. Victoria University.


Dear Sir, —I am a third year part-time student at the above University and as such have been forced to pay your Union the amount of 539.00 to date


The fact that membership of your. Union is compulsory is perhaps the most repugnant factor of University life and is a direct contravention of the very basic principles of democratic living, however in order to gain a degree, I am legally obliged to pay your fees and have to accept the situation as such. I am very interested to know exactly what I get for my $13 per year, apart from that pathetic apology of a news bulletin "Salient" which I find is just so much garbage and rarely worth reading. Perhaps I am being 'protected' from exploitation by the big and nasty University Adminstration.


Being one of the many students who use a car to get from their place of work to University. I should like to know what the Union is doing to rectify the situation of totally inadequate parking facilities. Nothing has been done in the past three years.


It would well be that I am unaware of a lot of constructive Union functions, in which case I would appreciate some meaningful answers to the above questions.


Yours faithfully,


N. Merson.






Impartial



Sir—In view of the fact that B. S. Saunders was co-editor of Salient last year and is standing for Secretary I would appreciate the impartial treatment of the forthcoming campaign which I know you are capable of.


Yours sincerely,


Paul J. Wedderspoon.


[You are hereby viciously attacked, sir.—ed.]






In or out



Sir—Permit me to explain to you. I am violently opposed to the overweening supercilious outlook of these same 'outies'. I have been assured (in confidence, naturally) that, owing to a biological superiority these 'humbugs' have a secret awareness (or spiritual revelation) of being the master race. A pity nobody examined Hitler's navel!


Notice that I utter the term 'humbug'. For although this is a matter from which no elements of factual certitude are able to be elicited, due in the main to the peculiarly intuitive nature of the knowledge, I am prepared to remark that their claim appears to be a trifle mythical.


Look at me, for instance. I am intelligent, ambitious, the most popular student at the university, witty, vivacious, charming, sexy, and extraordinarily beautiful.


Yet despite all claims to the contrary I am an 'inie'. If this humble statement surpasses your credulity. I offer dirty postcards of my navel to all and sundry at the ridiculous price of $1.50 each.


Even the pretension of the outies to a second brain hidden in the darker recesses of their pivotal point (God bless my mother!) have neither been scientifically proven, nor borne out in fact. All significant people (see supra) appear to be inies. Simon is an inie. Even Jesus Christ was in all probability an inie.


Naturally outies will not accept inies in awful wedlock (freshers beware!) and are quite unscrupulous concerning sex. If they do happen to fall in love beneath their navel they insist on an operation before entering the bonds of holy lust.


Of course inies do not have such scruples, though I would not let my daughter marry one of the bastards. She went out with one once, called Wally, who was an excellent friend of mine.


However as soon as I, by cunning and devious contrivance, was driven to the conclusion that he was an outie I realised that he was only associating with my kind for motives of person prestige. He is no longer my chum.


J. S. Hales.






Forum



Sir—May I as an ignorant "Fresher" ask some questions through your colmumn? Who was the "gentleman" that spoke at Forum last Tuesday. He gave me the impression of being a raving megalomaniac, but my more educated friends informed me that he was a politician.


Do politicians really use that naughty unprintable word that this "gentleman" used? And also is the "gentleman" an active politician or has he retired to enjoy the admiration and esteem of his constituents.


I remain etc.


Gerald Williams.


[We avoid discussion of what is said, and by whom, at Forum —ed.]






Management Committee



Sir, —There has been discussion in your recent editions on increasing the student representation of Management Committee, culminating in a somewhat emasculated report of the appearance of three of its members before the Executive. The lack of knowledge, and seeming past reluctance to obtain it, was a most notable feature of the current Executive. The Executive gave no indication that current student members were not representing Association views adequately, or that Management Committee had done anything with which the Executive disagreed. Why then are there such strong demands for an increase, or even a change in representation? If the Executive has views to be put towards improving the machinations of Management Committee, surely the first step would be to lobby current members on future proposals. As a member of the Committee, and elected by it only because of the unusual presence already of the two previous Presidents, I should be pleased to put forward and discuss any reasoned point of view placed at my disposal. The fact that the current Executive has no direct appointee on the Committee is a valid and seemingly rectifyable matter, but proposers of the idea have not made clear what they hope to gain by increased student representation which cannot be acheived under the present system. If a vague predeliction for more power can be called a point of view, then in the words of your reporter 'I do not feel bound by the view of the Association'.


[I presume this letter was written by C.J. Robertson, whose name was typed at the bottom. —ed.]
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Chaplain in defence



Sir—As I said in my sermon, one of the important functions of the University is to be a community where ideas can be freely questioned. I was therefore delighted that Janice Eames took issue with me in this week's Salient.


Janice thinks it is obvious that man can't be cut up into parts—body, mind and spirit, but she had already used an analogy (minister of religion is to spirit as dentist is to teeth) which showed that she had missed the point. She is thinking of spirit as a differentiated "part" of man, similar to his teeth. But not only are they entirely different concepts, it is also far more obvious that man possesses teeth than that he possesses a "spirit". True, a man may have among his needs and interests those which are loosely called "religious" or "spiritual" (both words being notoriously difficult to define adequately), but these are the needs and interests of the 
whole man. To minister to these needs in isolation is futile and can be dangerous.


My conclusion from this was not that the Church is therefore indispensable (I agree wtih Janice that this would be an "absurb implication") but that the only worthwhile participation by the Church in the university total participation.


I agree with Janice when she says we need to do more than get a degree or participate in extra-curricular activities — I hoped I had made that plain; but I can't agree that wisdom is never "acquired by anyone lacking a sound and joyous Christian faith". Must we delete from the ranks of the wise such people as Socrates or the Buddha—or even Job himself, on whose idea of wisdom I based my sermon and who was not particularly joyous and was certainly pre-Christian?


Yours faithfully,


Peter Jennings.
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Opera club



Sir—The university has two well-established cultural clubs: Music and Drama. But these cater for a well-defined minority.


I believe it would be possible to bridge the gap between them by having an Operatic Society.


Obviously both the Drama and Music Clubs will have to be approached for some recognition of opera and musical since they are the main ingredients of it.


However an Operatic Society would not be formed at the expense of the Music and Drama Clubs. It would also draw its support from the great number of uncommitted students who enjoy a musical, comic opera, or a stage show.


An Operatic Society would serve as a median between the Music and Drama fraternities because it provides scope for acting as well as musical performance.


Opera and musical are able to provide a broad programme of entertainment acceptable to a wider group of people than either music or drama.


I would like to hear the opinions of others on this matter. Yours etc.,


Richard Greenfield.
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So much garbage


This letter was sent to :—


The Secretary, Student Union Association. Victoria University.


Dear Sir, —I am a third year part-time student at the above University and as such have been forced to pay your Union the amount of 539.00 to date


The fact that membership of your. Union is compulsory is perhaps the most repugnant factor of University life and is a direct contravention of the very basic principles of democratic living, however in order to gain a degree, I am legally obliged to pay your fees and have to accept the situation as such. I am very interested to know exactly what I get for my $13 per year, apart from that pathetic apology of a news bulletin "Salient" which I find is just so much garbage and rarely worth reading. Perhaps I am being 'protected' from exploitation by the big and nasty University Adminstration.


Being one of the many students who use a car to get from their place of work to University. I should like to know what the Union is doing to rectify the situation of totally inadequate parking facilities. Nothing has been done in the past three years.


It would well be that I am unaware of a lot of constructive Union functions, in which case I would appreciate some meaningful answers to the above questions.


Yours faithfully,


N. Merson.
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Impartial




Impartial



Sir—In view of the fact that B. S. Saunders was co-editor of Salient last year and is standing for Secretary I would appreciate the impartial treatment of the forthcoming campaign which I know you are capable of.


Yours sincerely,


Paul J. Wedderspoon.


[You are hereby viciously attacked, sir.—ed.]
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In or out




In or out



Sir—Permit me to explain to you. I am violently opposed to the overweening supercilious outlook of these same 'outies'. I have been assured (in confidence, naturally) that, owing to a biological superiority these 'humbugs' have a secret awareness (or spiritual revelation) of being the master race. A pity nobody examined Hitler's navel!


Notice that I utter the term 'humbug'. For although this is a matter from which no elements of factual certitude are able to be elicited, due in the main to the peculiarly intuitive nature of the knowledge, I am prepared to remark that their claim appears to be a trifle mythical.


Look at me, for instance. I am intelligent, ambitious, the most popular student at the university, witty, vivacious, charming, sexy, and extraordinarily beautiful.


Yet despite all claims to the contrary I am an 'inie'. If this humble statement surpasses your credulity. I offer dirty postcards of my navel to all and sundry at the ridiculous price of $1.50 each.


Even the pretension of the outies to a second brain hidden in the darker recesses of their pivotal point (God bless my mother!) have neither been scientifically proven, nor borne out in fact. All significant people (see supra) appear to be inies. Simon is an inie. Even Jesus Christ was in all probability an inie.


Naturally outies will not accept inies in awful wedlock (freshers beware!) and are quite unscrupulous concerning sex. If they do happen to fall in love beneath their navel they insist on an operation before entering the bonds of holy lust.


Of course inies do not have such scruples, though I would not let my daughter marry one of the bastards. She went out with one once, called Wally, who was an excellent friend of mine.


However as soon as I, by cunning and devious contrivance, was driven to the conclusion that he was an outie I realised that he was only associating with my kind for motives of person prestige. He is no longer my chum.


J. S. Hales.
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Forum




Forum



Sir—May I as an ignorant "Fresher" ask some questions through your colmumn? Who was the "gentleman" that spoke at Forum last Tuesday. He gave me the impression of being a raving megalomaniac, but my more educated friends informed me that he was a politician.


Do politicians really use that naughty unprintable word that this "gentleman" used? And also is the "gentleman" an active politician or has he retired to enjoy the admiration and esteem of his constituents.


I remain etc.


Gerald Williams.


[We avoid discussion of what is said, and by whom, at Forum —ed.]
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Management Committee



Sir, —There has been discussion in your recent editions on increasing the student representation of Management Committee, culminating in a somewhat emasculated report of the appearance of three of its members before the Executive. The lack of knowledge, and seeming past reluctance to obtain it, was a most notable feature of the current Executive. The Executive gave no indication that current student members were not representing Association views adequately, or that Management Committee had done anything with which the Executive disagreed. Why then are there such strong demands for an increase, or even a change in representation? If the Executive has views to be put towards improving the machinations of Management Committee, surely the first step would be to lobby current members on future proposals. As a member of the Committee, and elected by it only because of the unusual presence already of the two previous Presidents, I should be pleased to put forward and discuss any reasoned point of view placed at my disposal. The fact that the current Executive has no direct appointee on the Committee is a valid and seemingly rectifyable matter, but proposers of the idea have not made clear what they hope to gain by increased student representation which cannot be acheived under the present system. If a vague predeliction for more power can be called a point of view, then in the words of your reporter 'I do not feel bound by the view of the Association'.


[I presume this letter was written by C.J. Robertson, whose name was typed at the bottom. —ed.]
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On the grapevine




On the grapevine




Someone forgetful


Three men's wristlet watches, two women's wristlet watches and one woman's ring are currently held at Enquiries in the Stout Building as property found in the University buildings.






A solid issue


N.Z. Statement has surpassed itself!! Six photos of King Kirk in an issue only 8 pages long.






Wall common


For the 237th time (approx.) Executive has decided something should be done about that cruddy end wall of the common common room (invitations to visit Hanoi in the summer time, etc.).


Yet again in the House Committee thingamebob and the Cultural Affairs Officer are to. "consult together".






And Petone?


Executive has decided against supporting greater autonomy for New Caledonia.


Originating with the International Affairs Committee, the proposal was defeated after an impassioned speech from Owen Gager.


If the motion was carried, declaimed Owie he would move similar motions for Westland and the Ross Dependency.






Brewing well


It would appear that D.B. Larger has enrolled in Science French. Hasn't missed a lecture yet. Well done D.B.—see you at capping!






The price of fame


It has been said that the Te Rangitahi club is about to elect a middle-of-the-road conservative to the esteemed office of president. The candidate is said to be one Murray Robb who once helped edit a blasphemous semi-periodical 
Iconoclast. Sounds like Te Rangatahi might be becoming respectable.






A long way to ...


It has happened. I swear I saw it with my own eyes. A male landed of passionate kiss on the back of the neck of a delectable young female member of this Association. The result? One dirty great lipstick smudge on the young lady's neck. The perpetrator of this heinous deed? Would you believe that eminently respectable socialist, Tony Long? Never mind who the young lady was: she's in good hands—mine!






Wearing thin


Supporting a motion from Sue Kedgely that Executive memebers wear those ill-famed nightshirts at Easter Council. Owie suddenly did a revolution ist flip.


Anything to do with Dan Bradshaw threatening to move that our estmeeded and pressed Publications Officer be directed to wear a nightshirt for the rest of the term?






Grot paper


A plea has been recorded for soft grot paper The shiny non-absorbent variety installled at present, says the complainant. fulfills no other purpose than to aid the university's economy ... a campaign needed?






Unanimity


Quote of the week; from C.J. Roberston, appearing before Exec.


Speaking of the Student Union Management Committee, of which he has been member for four years: 'Every body reaches the same point of view, after a time', said and Chris.






Only once


Dan Bradshaw has once move abstained from supporting radical position on Exec. Then again Dass could be right once in the last 2000 years.
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Brewing well


It would appear that D.B. Larger has enrolled in Science French. Hasn't missed a lecture yet. Well done D.B.—see you at capping!
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Supporting a motion from Sue Kedgely that Executive memebers wear those ill-famed nightshirts at Easter Council. Owie suddenly did a revolution ist flip.


Anything to do with Dan Bradshaw threatening to move that our estmeeded and pressed Publications Officer be directed to wear a nightshirt for the rest of the term?
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A plea has been recorded for soft grot paper The shiny non-absorbent variety installled at present, says the complainant. fulfills no other purpose than to aid the university's economy ... a campaign needed?
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Unanimity


Quote of the week; from C.J. Roberston, appearing before Exec.


Speaking of the Student Union Management Committee, of which he has been member for four years: 'Every body reaches the same point of view, after a time', said and Chris.
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A journalist speaks: 
'Revolution' In Press Needed


By D. F. Cropp


"A revolution is needed in our newspapers," the Sunday Times reporter Robin Bromby told Victoria students.


He was addressing the Labour Party Club on "the press and politics in New Zealand".


He outlined recent trends in New Zealand newspapers and made forecasts about the next 10 or 20 years.


He forecast the growth of chain newspapers in this country like those in the United States.


There, small papers were cutting their costs through rapid merging in all departments and the increasing use of national columnists.


"In New Zealand these trends could be seen in the recent merger of two small Southland papers, and the dependance of all papers on the N.Z.P.A. for all national news.


"Newspapers in New Zealand were becoming businesses and they did not want to offend the source of their profit.


"They are less willing to go bald-headed after the truth," he said.


They merely reported the facts and did not attempt any analysis of the news.


They were much more interested in plane crashes or local police news than anything controversial.


In politics they indulged in name-calling rather than going into the major issues.


What they didn't realise was that their audience was growing in intellectual ability and discernment.


The revolution needed in newspapers was that the public should be told 'why'.


The quality of their workers was part of the reason for newspapers being the way they were.


They were fairly poorly paid and were expected to do a long apprenticeship. This was why they attracted very few graduates or other people of ability to their ranks.


The results of this were that political editors did not know what was really going on.


They printed the news blindly and never evaluated, he said.


However biased it was, no newspaper could ignore real news.


The Labour Party was just not newsworthy. Editors were not trying to keep the Party out of the columns.


The party itself should take more cues from the press as well.


Examples of such cues were news about Comalco, the Russian wool deal and the New Zealand finance corporation.


Only one of these was ever followed up by the party in attacking the government in the House.


In answer to a question, Mr. Bromby said he did not consider editorial censorship important in political issues.


"There is, rather, a process of 'socialisation' of the beliefs of the editorial board," he said.
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Library-users increase 20 per cent


By Jane Hewland


The first three weeks of term have seen a 20 percent increase in the number of students using the University library.


Book issues are also up by 17 per cent compared with the figures for the first term last year.


Commenting on the situation, the Head Librarian. Mr. J. P. Sage, said such an increase had been anticipated and more staff had been engaged.


This meant that library facilities were not at present overtaxed.


Students were making the seating problem worse by leaving books and folders on the tables to reserve places, he said.


The greatest problem has been allotting carylls to Honours students.


There have been 204 applications for only slightly more than 100 carylls.


Far more students will have to share this year to accommodate all the demands.


Mr. Sage also said greater pressure on library material had caused a slight increase in book losses.


He was satisfied the problem was not serious.
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Lack of Support for Club


A lack of supporters were noticeable at the National Club's annual meeting on Tuesday evening.


The meeting was addressed by Dr. G. W. R. Palmer, of the Political Science Department.


He spoke on "Life in an American University", drawn from experiences in the Chicago Graduates University.


He deplored the "dehumanising influence" of the competitive pressures of American varsity life.


Four officers of the club were elected unopposed. President, Bill Logan; vice-president, Denis Phelps; secretary, Bill Williams; treasurer, Russell Fairbrother.


Eleven committee members were elected.
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Government No U.S. Stooge



Owen Gager Predicts Col Low For P.M.


Now that another gathering of warhawks is convoked in Wellington, the cry will again be raised that New Zealand's foreign policy is being controlled from the United States. Emanating from the Peace, Power and Politics conference we may be sure, will come the left's reply to right-wing jingoism—the appeal to nationalists (small 'n') to make their country's foreign policy independent of overseas domination.


Instead of the conventional wisdom that China threatens our sovereignty, the left will tell us that the United States threatens it. Where China's weapon is allegedly subversion, the United States, it is claimed, uses foreign investment. Where the right sees Labour as soft on Communism, the left sees Mr. Holyoake as a "U.S. stooge". At every point in this counter-jingosim that the left has built into its propaganda over the last few years the structure of RSA-type save-your-country-now rhetoric is paralleled.


The left, by this "new look", is made to share the same general outlook as the right—patriotism. But where the right sees China as the enemy, for the left the enemy is the United States.


This approach is viewed by its left-wing propagators as the height of Realpolitik. It is nothing of the sort Jingoism cannot cast out jingoism or super-patriotism super-patriotism. In spite of its latter-day reluctance to accept Dominion" status, New Zealand has never known anything like colonial status since 1860—even the Maori wars were fought against Britain's will, though with British troops and money.


It is absurd to contrast New Zealand's dependence on the United States with that of the Latin-American states as one congress speaker, W. Rosenberg, has done, or, on second thoughts, it is salutary, because Latin America which is really exploited by the United States is so radically different from New Zealand as to point the irrelevance of any "anti-colonialist" rhetoric which would try to link the two.


In the modern world there is no doubt what the political implications are of trying to revive nationalism in a country which probably has more real independence than most European slates of the same size: they are the prerogative of the 'radical right', of America's Goldwaterite pseudo-conservatives, of France's Gaullists or of Canada's French-speaking Credit Socialistes. Nationalism, in a country like New Zealand will remain a prerogative of the right, the RSA and the Social Credit League.


The National Party, significantly, has copyrighted the name 'nationalist'.


New Zealand supports American policy because she freely chooses to support America. This does not have to be explained by immense American economic pressure, or by veiled threats from the Pentagon. It merely reflects the fact that any right wing government will be anti-Communist. And any anti-Communist government will support the most powerful anti-Communist state. This is not subservience to the United States. It is typical right-wing paranoia. The best way to drive out this paranoia is not to substitute another paranoia—anti-American instead of anti-Red. The best way to handle this is to insist that leftism and Communism are not conspiracies and the left cannot be eliminated from the face of the earth by military measures.


If the members of the National Government cannot look at the world sanely without being afraid for their property, the best option for the left is to point this out. Their case is, and indeed can only be, that any right-wing outlook on international affairs is so shot through with political prejudice and neurotic fear of revolution as to be incapable of taking an objective view of the facts.


Unless the left proves itself able to attack the point of view from the right purely on these grounds and shows empirically that it lacks either coherence or adequacy, it might as well give itself up en masse to the Security Police right now. Its pseudo-nationalism is an excuse, and a poor one, for not doing its real job properly. The right should be attacked for what is—a group of people obsessed by property and its ownership. It is not a group of "U.S. stooges", and in the long run no advantage will be gained from pretending what is not transparently false is true.


It is in the last analysis ironic that a body whose main objectives are to change New Zealand's foreign policy should opt for nationalism as opposed to internationalism.


Poverty can be forgotten, or left to charity organisations, provided it is in another country. This is the whole problem of the growing gap between the affluent West and the impoverished rest of the world. It cannot be solved by piecemeal aid programmes, for the efficacy of an aid programme depends on the integrity, responsibility and administrative efficiency of the Governments to which aid is given and the sad fact is that most Asian governments, with the notable exception of the Communist regime, are knee-deep in corruption.


This leaves the only solution to the economic gulf between Asia and countries like Australia and ourselves to international agency capable of getting past both the pressure groups who will raise hell if more than 10% of an advanced country's income is spent anywhere outside that country and the bribable officials at provincial and sub-provincial levels in Asian countries who will keep most of any largesse they are supposed to dispense for the local black market.


It will take some time to develop such international agencies, which will have to work on the socialist principle of providing services to each according to his need, whatever country the needy happen to be in. It will take political struggles in both this country and in Asian countries. It will require very close co-operation between states of similar ideals but with very different pressures upon them; but it should be our goal. Appeals to nationalism will not lead to this internationalism—they will impede it.


There is no reason why people in a prosperous, complacent society like New Zealand should be interested in foreign affairs except internationalism. The Committer on Vietnam is taking a very odd stand on this indeed.


Could it come off? As we have argued, the left cannot win on what is basically a right-wing strategy. Not, that is, unless they can offer something the right haven't got. What could this be?


If you have read Committee on Vietnam publications you will find that the country they most consistently eulogise is France, a country whose right-wing neonationalism has a left-wing patina. The Committee's arguments, in many respects, are almost carbon copies of de Gaulle's electoral appeals. Here, perhaps, the Committee could do better than the Social Credit League or the RSA. It could produce a New Zealand de Gaulle. Who would be the candidate? Not Roger Boshier, perhaps. Why not (given the Committee's predilection for military men) Colonel H. J. G. Low, whose name the observant may have already noticed on a signboard set up strategically between the cable car and the university?


He is right-wing. His is military. He dislikes both Labour and National. He supports the Committee. What more could you ask? Watch out, Vern Cracknell. When the Committee on Vietnam talks peace, its nomination for the Prime Ministership may be already written out.
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Is the V.S.A. all talk?


by Dick Green





Now that Volunteer Service Abroad is a firmly established organisation it is time to investigate just how far its basic ideal has been realised, and whether it does more than make statements about martyrdom and nationalism.


Much has been written recently about international aid and New Zealand's role in this field. There has been a probing publication and a conference from the New Zealand Institute of International Affairs, a Pacific supplement in the Universities' magazine Focus—all of these reaching the same conclusion—that our international aid should be increased. Most people sympathise with this point of view and citicise the various administrations for their apathy. It is trite that the Government should increase its financial contributions to aid programmes such as the various United Nations bodies.


But a nation's wealth lies in its people. This cliche is particularly applicable to N.Z. We do not have vast resources for capital investment, but we have at our disposal a form of aid, the success of which can not be defined in financial terms. But it often does far more than millions of dollars given out of a sense of paternal benevolence rather than out of a sense of mutual co-operation.


The person who goes as a volunteer can offer a unique form of aid. He can be from any section in our society, with either professional, practical or academic skills, prepared for a short period of time to utilise his skills in the interest of another people. Whether he is wholly sympathetic with their way of life is not a criterion for giving aid to a particular country. If not sympathetic before going overseas, he may soon become so. Such a form of aid is, after all, a system of mutual education.


The volunteer worker, more than a U.N. or similar expert, is prepared to be flexible and to learn from the people with whom he is working, as well as imparting his knowledge. He realises that he is just a minor labourer working on a small section of the road which is leading the developing country to eventual economic and social maturity.


The test comes when such a person leaves the overseas country, no matter with what task he is concerned, or under whose auspices he is doing it. Does the project with which he was concerned collapse, or does it thrive and progress? With Volunteer Aid, where individual rather than collective relationships are involved, the project's chances of being a success are often enhanced.




[image: V.S.A. Doctor John McKinnon, of Timaru, gives a roadside consultation in the Everest region of Nepal. This Sherpa had double pneumonia but was still carrying an 80lb. load.]


V.S.A. is a form of extra-government aid and is therefore not totally subject to the political whims of government although it does receive a substantial financial grant and assistance from the External Affairs Department. Being secular, it provides a way for all New Zealanders 

to experience life in another culture, at the same time offering something different to that culture.


Has this form of aid been a success? Can it expand even further and contribute more to our aid programme? The number of volunteers actually overseas has increased from 16 to 1964 to more than 100 in 1968, and this supports an affirmative answer.


Perhaps the most significant pointer to its success, however, is the increasing number of requests For New Zealand Volunteer Aid, particularly technicians and graduates. From this it would seem that the ideals are being realised, for when individuals are involved an impression must be made, and the volunteer must become accepted by the people with whom he is working in order to achieve any success at all.


Money can be accepted with no thought of personal relationships between donor and recipient.


There is theoretically, no limit to where N.Z. volunteers may be sent if the need arises.


Volunteers have served in Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, India, South Vietnam, Brunei, South Korea, the British Solomon Islands, the New Hebrides, the Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Fiji, Tonga and Western Samoa.




[image: V.S.A. Worker Gordon Inglewood, who is working with the N.Z. Jaycee-sponsored V.S.A. development team at Nampong in N.E. Thailand, gives a villager practical instruction in using and maintaining an irrigation pump.]






adaptability


Adaptability is essential for anybody chosen for such volunteer work. Volunteers go as teachers, engineers, accountants, agricultural advisors, doctors and nurses, surveyors, skilled tradesmen—as the organisation grows, so does the diversity of assignments to which New Zealanders are sent.


Such projects as the Good Neighbour team in Thailand, Kampong New Zealand in Malaysia, the Sherpa hospital in Nepal and the improvement of marketing techniques in Western Samoa have had noticeable social and economic effects on the host communities. The less glamourous work—teaching or personnel training—has its own intrinsic attractions, providing the volunteer with his own satisfaction—perhaps the knowledge that his presence in a particular area means that for one or two years children learning English will have a teacher for whom it is the native tongue, and whose way of life it totally different to their own.


What the volunteer gives up in the way of material things may be great, but what he gains in understanding of his fellow men more than compensates.






reward


For the person who volunteers it is a weighty decision. V.S.A. is not the kind of thing that can be sold, it is not a product manufactured with the idea of selling to as many people as possible. The reward is often intangible but it comes with the knowledge that one is for a short time a member of another community, the guest of another village or family, one whose visit will probably never be forgotten by host or guest. At the same time the volunteer is part of an extremely important form of international aid, and is helping to strengthen the bonds of co-operation between N.Z. and various countries of the world.




[image: Volunteer Service Abroad workers in Samoa, Judy Beere, a graduate from Victoria University, is weaving blinds for the fale.]













Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 5. April 2 1968

[introduction]





Now that Volunteer Service Abroad is a firmly established organisation it is time to investigate just how far its basic ideal has been realised, and whether it does more than make statements about martyrdom and nationalism.
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[image: V.S.A. Doctor John McKinnon, of Timaru, gives a roadside consultation in the Everest region of Nepal. This Sherpa had double pneumonia but was still carrying an 80lb. load.]


V.S.A. is a form of extra-government aid and is therefore not totally subject to the political whims of government although it does receive a substantial financial grant and assistance from the External Affairs Department. Being secular, it provides a way for all New Zealanders 

to experience life in another culture, at the same time offering something different to that culture.


Has this form of aid been a success? Can it expand even further and contribute more to our aid programme? The number of volunteers actually overseas has increased from 16 to 1964 to more than 100 in 1968, and this supports an affirmative answer.
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[image: V.S.A. Worker Gordon Inglewood, who is working with the N.Z. Jaycee-sponsored V.S.A. development team at Nampong in N.E. Thailand, gives a villager practical instruction in using and maintaining an irrigation pump.]
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Such projects as the Good Neighbour team in Thailand, Kampong New Zealand in Malaysia, the Sherpa hospital in Nepal and the improvement of marketing techniques in Western Samoa have had noticeable social and economic effects on the host communities. The less glamourous work—teaching or personnel training—has its own intrinsic attractions, providing the volunteer with his own satisfaction—perhaps the knowledge that his presence in a particular area means that for one or two years children learning English will have a teacher for whom it is the native tongue, and whose way of life it totally different to their own.


What the volunteer gives up in the way of material things may be great, but what he gains in understanding of his fellow men more than compensates.
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"We refuse to negotiate with a pistol at our heads", is one of those familiar bromides of industrial relations everywhere. But the reference was more than figurative last January when, during the third day of a public arbitration in Suva between the Airport, Hotel and Catering Workers' Union, and 
Qantas Airways, the unionists present, James Anthony and Apisai Tora, demanded their 
Qantas opponents be immediately searched for pistols and revolvers.


This incident was a culmination of previous charges about 
Qantas officials threatening Fijian employees with pistols at Nandi Airport during a three week strike last October. Whatever the murky truth, the allegations in themselves are indicative of the still unfortunately immature state of industrial relations within the colony.


While there has been a considerable increase since 1960 in both registered unions and union membership, there is neither compulsory registration for workers nor compulsory arbitration and concilation procedures. At present there are some twenty effective unions with a total membership of 15,000. Two thirds of this membership is concentrated in four major unions—The Public Employees, The Dockworkers and Seamen, The Mine-workers and the Sugar and General Workers, which are affiliated to the Fiji Traders Union Congress.


In recent years there has been a steady increase in collective bargaining and other organised methods of wage fixing. Disputes in the sugar industry, if not settled through negotiations, ore taken to the Fiji Sugar Board for conciliation.


However the great majority of manual workers are outside any formal union structure, having their basic wages and conditions settled either by collective agreements or by orders of statutory wages Councils (where worker representation is always in a minority) covering fields such as transport, construction, and catering.


Now at a higher level, under a fledgling system, a Minister for Labour, Ratu Edward Cakobau, assisted by a Commissioner, Mr. Ken Harrap, acts as a conciliator in disputes and also as civil service head of the Labour Department.
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Higher wages


Mr. Harrap told me he felt the procedures for wage fixing and settlement of disutes were adequate, and that the majority were accepting voluntary conciliation. This has usually led to annual wage increases of no more than 2d. an hour, or 3%, with the average wage now standing at 2s. 6d. per hour for a 44-hour week.


Education fees may often be as high as £7 a term for a child of primary school age, while rent, food and clothing, particularly in the Suva-Nausori area will cost a family of five at least £10 a week.


The arguments against paying higher wages, advanced by both employers and government, have been given their clearest expression in the Turner report last year. After a period of only six weeks in the colony, and working under the disadvantage of Fiji's incomplete statistics, Professor Turner, a British economist, concluded that a wages policy with a guideline of a 5% annual increase was needed, and machinery should be established to put it into effect.


Contrary to this thinking came the bombshell of Justice Gallagher's award, last year, of increases of up to 30/-a week to airport firemen. This represented an increase of 20% in wages and immediately encouraged the militant Tora wing of the union movement to test 
Qantas by asking for wage increases of up to 4s 8d. an hour, school fee payments, and higher overtime and bonus rates.


The government's attitude immediately stiffened. Never happy with either Tora, nor James Anthony, the Fiji-Indian post-graduate student in Political Science (now based in Canberra at the Australian National University) who flew back to Suva to argue the union's case, they saw, perhaps too willingly, deep political implications.


Rightly or wrongly, Ratu Mara and his alliance have seen in the Suva transport stoppages of last October when violence and intimidation was threatening and a state of emergency briefly proclaimed, the arson of hotel workers' bures, and this 
Qantas dispute, the hand of the Indian Federation Party.


Despite the Trade Union Congress being largely hamstrung by racial differences, and the divisions according to race as seen in the split between the Government Workers' Union (Fijian) and Public Employees' Union (Indian), it is more than doubtful if the union movement generally threatens as some vehicle or tool of a major communal confrontation in the colony.


Economic problems are starting to threaten both major races equally. With inadequate job training and apprenticeship schemes for blue collar and skilled work, coupled incidentally with a social pressure by both Fijians and Indians to enter white collar jobs, and with more than 50,000 young people between 15 and 20 entering the labour market, all unions are developing a vital, if at times confused, involvement in these questions.






No statistics


Professor Donald Cochrane of Monash University, who arbitrated in the 
Qantas dispute, has recently awarded wage increases of between 2d. and 4d. to the airport workers. This has resulted in stop-work protests, and strong denunciations by both Tora and Anthony. The latter was staging a sit-in protest at Monash University against the decision. Professor Cochrane stated that with sugar prices low and with unemployment rising there are too many unknowns in the current economic situation in Fiji to suggest a higher figure.


During this arbitration the Financial Secretary of Fiji, Mr. J. Ritchie, admitted that no statistics were kept of the amount of money leaving Fiji from direct investments made largely by Australians. Nor was any reference made to Fiji's outmoded and inefficient fiscal system, nor to such absurdities as the high import bills paid out for rice, beef, cereals and, of all things, fish.


Whether militant unionism in itself will ever force the structural changes needed in the Fijian economy is debatable. Further industrial upheaval is probably inevitable until the political leadership begins to tackle unpalatable issues—hitherto sacrosant questions, such as traditional land ownership, provided the emergent labour force will of necessity be directed to such sectors as agriculture. Taxation of foreign investment, a far better developed statistical service, particularly in relation to cost of living indices, and a greater direct encouragement to the growth of the unions themselves, must also rank high on any list of priorities aimed at future industrial peace in Fiji.
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[image: Photos Fix It These two photographs, which appeared in the Public Service Journal in May, 1966, were partly responsible for the closing down of the ward at Porirua which they depict. Similar conditions still exist in other places, however, and beds are as close together at Levin Hospital. It seems that only publicity, which is difficult because of fear of invoking the Official Secrets Act, can correct the situation.]
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These two photographs, which appeared in the Public Service Journal in May, 1966, were partly responsible for the closing down of the ward at Porirua which they depict. Similar conditions still exist in other places, however, and beds are as close together at Levin Hospital. It seems that only publicity, which is difficult because of fear of invoking the Official Secrets Act, can correct the situation.




The mental health system has been criticised for its objectives and the institutions through which it seeks to achieve them.


Levin Hospital and Training School has a number of alarming features. I believe that the defects of this hospital are not lack of finances but its institutional nature and lack of expert advice and adequate research.


We need mental hospitals. Perhaps a child cannot be kept at home because of the stress this causes within the family. Often it is economically impossible for the parents to obtain, or undertake the training of a mentally defective child. In smaller centres, full facilities cannot be provided.


However the system is misdirected. I attribute this, initially, to poor counselling of parents and a mistaken attitude to these children.


Often the institution cannot provide the elemental training and social adjustment that a normal home does. The individual care a child receives at home is incomparably superior. At Levin, short-stay patients, from good homes are usually recognised by their greater personal security, easier attitude toward adults, and greater alertness.


To place a young child in an institution is to deprive him or her of the extra stimulation a mentally defective child needs. Inevitably the child suffers.






Play Centres


To encourage parents to keep these children at home, more emphasis should be placed on local play centres for mentally defective children. Instruction should be provided in training methods which parents could administer at home. Short-stay hospitals for children from smaller centres would enable ability assessment, and give the family a break. This principle could be extended to week-day boarding schools for older children.


Above all, the community must lose its fear and repugnance for the mentally defective child. This would tree parents from fears that keeping the children will alarm visitors, friends, neighbours and affect the other children.


Parents of any class and intellectual level may have a mentally defective child.


In this sense the mentally defective child is a child of the whole community, and should be accepted as such. In most instances these children are not only harmless, but good-natured and possessing as individual a character as normal children.


Occupational centres are a notable advance in enabling training within the community, but need more funds. Provision should be made for new techniques and work material to be introduced by highly-trained consultative staff from the main centres.





Those who work in these occupational centres can feel like pioneers, guided more by instinct and ingenuity than is necessary. This also applies to Government training programmes. The administrators must be temperamentally suited. Skilled advice and good materials must be readily available. The "do-it-yourself" New Zealand approach places too great a burden on staff.


Frustration dogs this work. The slow pace of the children seems to infect the institutions. Programmes stagnate, old methods become inbuilt. Too often apathy goes disguised as patience. Progress is slow in any case; what use are new methods?


This seems the difficulty of large New Zealand institutions. The enthusiastic and imaginative people one does find in the system require the cunning of foxes and the patience of Job to establish anything new.






Smaller


Smaller institutions, where only the trainable or educable child is kept, in the core or control of training, rather than medical staff, would be preferable.


Policy decisions should be in the hands of education experts.


A hospital atmosphere should be avoided. Private institutions tend to approximate more closely to this ideal. Cameron House at Levin has little of the hospital atmosphere about it. So it may be surmised that the need is recognised, but thwarted.


In its present form the institution is very unsatisfactory.


The moves of the Intellectually Handicapped Children's Society and the Steiner movement spring, I believe, from a dissatisfaction with the inadequacies of the system.


However I feel that in some ways students who criticise the mental health system, damage their cause. Descriptions, tinged with Gothic horror, of mental hospitals, give a distorted picture.


Change is essential, but in some functional aspects places such as Levin are satisfactory. The staff, especially the male nurses, have at their best, an admirable attitude. This is more so the more mature the staff member. Often the younger staff are inept because, I think, they are unfamiliar with the behaviour of children. It would be wise to place an age restriction on the necessary staff and to encourage married men and women making a career of this work. This calls for enlightened administration and enhanced status of staff.


Generally, the good humour and dedication of those who work with the mentally defective child under difficult conditions is admirable. The treatment may be rough and ready but is rarely cruel.


There is however an alraming tendency among some sections of the staff, as in the general community, to forget that each mentally defective child is an individual. This is apparent in the dressing of the children and the lack of care for their personal appearance. This neglect is one of the worst institutional features.






Poor Planning


While much poor planning is evident at Levin, the villas are generally in good repair, clean and airy. As is often the case with government construction, inadequacies seem to stem from those who must work in the buildings. Small rooms, poor ventilation, inadequate plumbing, waste space and the 'prefab' obsession are among the features which mar even the newer buildings.


On way of showing concern for these children is to visit the hospitals for social or games. Children in institutions love to meet and talk with new people. Their attention can be overwhelming, even alarming, but is a release for their natural affections. Taking a child for an outing with the family or a group to a beach or farm, will often provide mutual enjoyment. These children are starved for stimulation and react to it readily.


Those who are interested in such work should beware of the word "rewarding". Progress is slow. Often it will be tempestuous and infuriating, and very often plain boring.


But in each child there is potential, however small, some personality, however warped. To release this, to provide affection and interest, and receive it in return, is satisfying.


This work is more interesting if the attitude of the institution is progressive and experimental. The work, is not depressing, because, if children are left untrained they regress. Providing stimulation to these children is worthwhile, The alternatives are tragic. We must not return to those days when humanity, however defective, was left to vent its frustration and boredom in institutions hidden from the world. It is to the credit of those who initiated New Zealand's post-war training programmes that much of this has been obviated.


It is now time to remove the care and training of the mentally defective child as much as possible from an institutional environment.


Constant research for, and application of new techniques and educational aids in a freer, more specifically educational environment, is imperative.
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This work is more interesting if the attitude of the institution is progressive and experimental. The work, is not depressing, because, if children are left untrained they regress. Providing stimulation to these children is worthwhile, The alternatives are tragic. We must not return to those days when humanity, however defective, was left to vent its frustration and boredom in institutions hidden from the world. It is to the credit of those who initiated New Zealand's post-war training programmes that much of this has been obviated.


It is now time to remove the care and training of the mentally defective child as much as possible from an institutional environment.


Constant research for, and application of new techniques and educational aids in a freer, more specifically educational environment, is imperative.
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Peace Seekers Lie


By James Mitchell


Peace campaigners are spreading deliberate lies in efforts to discredit our troops in Vietnam.


Smear tactics, using known lies, are employed by anti-Vietnam protesters in the U.S.A. Similar attempts to slander New Zealand and Australian troops may be expected in the near future.


Recent examples of the use of the "big lie" were uncovered by a hospital physician who has served nearly three years in Vietnam, Dr. E. Archer Dillard.


An article in Ramparts, a militant anti-war magazine in the U.S.A., published a photograph of a Vietnamese girl allegedly horribly burned by napalm. Dr. Dillard recognised the girl, who had been treated by him after she had fallen into a fire at a Montagnard village.


Another doctor, Dr. Ward B. Hurlburt, who had also served in Vietnam, recognised one of his own patients. The photograph of the alleged "victim of American atrocities" was actually of a Vietnamese burned by Vietcong action.


In a preface to the magazine article written by Dr. Benjamin Spock, who has not visited Vietnam, a million Vietnamese children were reported as having been burned, killed or wounded in the war, mainly by American troops.


Another picture illustrating the article showed a girl with an eye bandaged and scars under her face. The caption indicated that she had been "scorched and seared by fire." Dr. Jaskon Radge, University of Washington Hospital, recognised her as a patient of his hospital who had been injured by shrapnel.
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The Two Faces of Murder in Rhodesia 

Black and White




African kills African—bad luck. African kills European —probably had it coming to him anyway, dirty mercenary! European kills African—international incident, the Pope, Harold Wilson and Mr. Kirk protest.


The above rather crude statement of opinion is a distillation of the impeccable logic with which the enemies of Rhodesia argue the ease against Mr. Ian Smith. The unfortunate Mr. Smith, Prime Minister of Rhodesia, rules with his colleagues over a land remarkably free from the excesses that mar the regimes to the north—Zambia, Tanzania, Ghana, Nigeria, et al.






Martyrs?


It is of interest to consider the cases of the various Rhodesians executed recently. Were they martyrs for their faith, unhappy victims of tyrannical apartheid laws, or did they commit a crime: the crime of murder, for which the accepted punishment in many countries happens to be death?


The first three to hang were James Dlamini, Victor Mlambo and Duly Shadreck. They were executed in Salisbury gaol just after 7.00p.m. N.Z. time, March 7. What had they done to deserve this?


James Dlamini and Victor Mlambo were tried, and convicted, before Rhodesia's unilateral declaration of independence (UDI). The two had murdered a farmer, Mr. Petrus Oberhozer.


Oberhozer was driving through the outback with his wife when he was halted by a line of boulders across the road. He stopped his car and started to move the boulders. James Dlamini and Victor Mlambo stabbed and slashed him some sixteen times with pangas, in the process fracturing his skull four times. Despite this Oberhozer struggled back into the car.


While he was dying, his wife beside him, James and Victor poured petrol over him, and over the car. They then attempted to set the car alight—but their matches were soaked in blood and would not light. After this they overturned the car and departed.


Mrs. Oberhozer ran a few miles up the road to a road-works camp and raised the alarm. African police, aided by local natives—the area was a native reserve—gave chase and apprehended the murderers.


Petrus Oberhozer is survived by his wife and six children. Neither the Pope nor Mr. Harold Wilson has expressed any regret over their plight.


Duly Shadreck threw a petrol bomb at an African chief, who took five days to die. Duly was not murdering a "white oppressor", but one of his own chiefs. Five days of appalling agony for the chief were not soothed by any utterances of regret from the world's leaders.






Press Bias


Newspapers in New Zealand, and around the world, ran harrowing photographs of the mother and the fiancee of Victor Mlambo. Photographs of two of the murderers, wearing handcuffs and looking forlorn, were also run.


No photographs of Mr. or Mrs. Oberhozer, or of the incinerated African chief were shown. The world's press did not consider the mere victims of murder to be of interest—or perhaps they would not whip up enough enthusiasm in anti-Rhodesia circles.


At 7.22 p.m., March 11, Francis Chirisa and Takauraye Jeremiah were hanged in Salisbury. They had murdered a sub-chief in his sleep, and had been sentenced to death on February 6, 1965.


Francis and Takauraye were not executed because they were black-skinned. They died because they had committed a common-law murder.


In this context it is interesting to remember the fate of a white Rhodesian farmer who murdered one of his African labourers a short time ago. He was not sentenced to a few years of imprisonment, nor was he released.


As a convicted murderer, that farmer was hanged.


No cries of protest from the Pope, from Mr. Wilson, from Mr. Kirk, or from U Thant were heard. Perhaps this was because he had been hanged. Perhaps if he had been sentenced to life imprisonment there would have been protests at the leniency of the punishment.


Anyone who finds it difficult to believe that respected church leaders could call for a man's death would do well to remember the remarks of the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Ramsey.


Dr. Ramsey, and the five canons of Westminster, called for the use of military force to settle the Rhodesian question. Far more than five people would have been killed.






Alternative


The alternative to Mr. Smith's government in Rhodesia is pictured in the newspapers as a state of idyllic euphoria for all—black and white living in harmony together.


The only trouble with this picture is that part of it obtains today in Rhodesia—black and white do live in harmony. Events in Rhodesia bear little resemblance to those in the African states at present calling for "justice".


18,000 Arabs were massacred in Zanzibar and Pemba.


Two Prime Ministers and thousands of Ibos were slaughtered in Nigeria—the body of Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, P.C. etc, being found with the eyes gouged out.


On May 30, 1966. four of President Mobutu's Ministers were arrested. They were tried the next day, and hanged in public, before a large crowd, the day after. There was no question of any appeal to a higher court: these four were merely added to the 1y million estimated killed in the Congo since independence.


In 1960, after an attempted coup, the former commander of the Imperial Guard was publicly hanged in Addis Abbaba, Ethiopia.


On the Ivory Coast, 13 people were executed for suspected complicity in an attempted coup in 1963.


Six hundred and fifty Africans in Zambia, followers of a religious sect led by Alice Lenshina, were machine-gunned. They did not want to take part in politics, and especially they did not want to vote for Dr. Kenneth Kaunda—President of Zambia. Six hundred and fifty unwilling electors will not be voting in the Chinsali district in future.


These frightful examples of "Africanisation" will not happen in Rhodesia. They are some of the reasons why Mr. Smith and his government remain in power, and why Rhodesians, black and white alike, can be grateful that five murderers have been hanged.
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It is of interest to consider the cases of the various Rhodesians executed recently. Were they martyrs for their faith, unhappy victims of tyrannical apartheid laws, or did they commit a crime: the crime of murder, for which the accepted punishment in many countries happens to be death?


The first three to hang were James Dlamini, Victor Mlambo and Duly Shadreck. They were executed in Salisbury gaol just after 7.00p.m. N.Z. time, March 7. What had they done to deserve this?


James Dlamini and Victor Mlambo were tried, and convicted, before Rhodesia's unilateral declaration of independence (UDI). The two had murdered a farmer, Mr. Petrus Oberhozer.


Oberhozer was driving through the outback with his wife when he was halted by a line of boulders across the road. He stopped his car and started to move the boulders. James Dlamini and Victor Mlambo stabbed and slashed him some sixteen times with pangas, in the process fracturing his skull four times. Despite this Oberhozer struggled back into the car.


While he was dying, his wife beside him, James and Victor poured petrol over him, and over the car. They then attempted to set the car alight—but their matches were soaked in blood and would not light. After this they overturned the car and departed.


Mrs. Oberhozer ran a few miles up the road to a road-works camp and raised the alarm. African police, aided by local natives—the area was a native reserve—gave chase and apprehended the murderers.


Petrus Oberhozer is survived by his wife and six children. Neither the Pope nor Mr. Harold Wilson has expressed any regret over their plight.


Duly Shadreck threw a petrol bomb at an African chief, who took five days to die. Duly was not murdering a "white oppressor", but one of his own chiefs. Five days of appalling agony for the chief were not soothed by any utterances of regret from the world's leaders.
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Press Bias


Newspapers in New Zealand, and around the world, ran harrowing photographs of the mother and the fiancee of Victor Mlambo. Photographs of two of the murderers, wearing handcuffs and looking forlorn, were also run.


No photographs of Mr. or Mrs. Oberhozer, or of the incinerated African chief were shown. The world's press did not consider the mere victims of murder to be of interest—or perhaps they would not whip up enough enthusiasm in anti-Rhodesia circles.


At 7.22 p.m., March 11, Francis Chirisa and Takauraye Jeremiah were hanged in Salisbury. They had murdered a sub-chief in his sleep, and had been sentenced to death on February 6, 1965.


Francis and Takauraye were not executed because they were black-skinned. They died because they had committed a common-law murder.


In this context it is interesting to remember the fate of a white Rhodesian farmer who murdered one of his African labourers a short time ago. He was not sentenced to a few years of imprisonment, nor was he released.


As a convicted murderer, that farmer was hanged.


No cries of protest from the Pope, from Mr. Wilson, from Mr. Kirk, or from U Thant were heard. Perhaps this was because he had been hanged. Perhaps if he had been sentenced to life imprisonment there would have been protests at the leniency of the punishment.


Anyone who finds it difficult to believe that respected church leaders could call for a man's death would do well to remember the remarks of the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Ramsey.


Dr. Ramsey, and the five canons of Westminster, called for the use of military force to settle the Rhodesian question. Far more than five people would have been killed.
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The alternative to Mr. Smith's government in Rhodesia is pictured in the newspapers as a state of idyllic euphoria for all—black and white living in harmony together.


The only trouble with this picture is that part of it obtains today in Rhodesia—black and white do live in harmony. Events in Rhodesia bear little resemblance to those in the African states at present calling for "justice".


18,000 Arabs were massacred in Zanzibar and Pemba.


Two Prime Ministers and thousands of Ibos were slaughtered in Nigeria—the body of Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, P.C. etc, being found with the eyes gouged out.


On May 30, 1966. four of President Mobutu's Ministers were arrested. They were tried the next day, and hanged in public, before a large crowd, the day after. There was no question of any appeal to a higher court: these four were merely added to the 1y million estimated killed in the Congo since independence.


In 1960, after an attempted coup, the former commander of the Imperial Guard was publicly hanged in Addis Abbaba, Ethiopia.


On the Ivory Coast, 13 people were executed for suspected complicity in an attempted coup in 1963.


Six hundred and fifty Africans in Zambia, followers of a religious sect led by Alice Lenshina, were machine-gunned. They did not want to take part in politics, and especially they did not want to vote for Dr. Kenneth Kaunda—President of Zambia. Six hundred and fifty unwilling electors will not be voting in the Chinsali district in future.


These frightful examples of "Africanisation" will not happen in Rhodesia. They are some of the reasons why Mr. Smith and his government remain in power, and why Rhodesians, black and white alike, can be grateful that five murderers have been hanged.










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 5. April 2 1968

Accident of the past






Accident of the past


by P. J. McGrath


What I saw in her cheered me immensely. And yet I was never able to decide: was it the ugliness of my own soul that had led me to seek for beauty without success? or was my soul created too beautiful for an ugly world? In her, ugliness and beauty were one. For example: she was a pitiful creature, her little body of a horrible white, and she flitted here and there incessantly; and she was always turning to the mirror, and glancing at herself, which made her giggle wtih delight—and this was because (who would believe it who had seen even her face?) she was really convinced of her good looks, that she was beautiful in fact. Similarly, she believed despite the mess the place was in that she was the perfect housekeeper. In some strange way—thanks to my having won her trust—she believed that her beauty was only for me; and indeed, she was afraid of the people outside. Outside she never went. It had always been like that for her: now and then she peeped with curiosity and fear out of the dingy window of our fifth-floor slum, and that was as close as she ever got to the world.


But have not yet explained the strange circumstances of our marriage. It is years since we were married, and yet just as the event itself seemed to imply nothing serious, so the years have passed without my having noticed the passing of a sizeable portion of my life. I have said that she regarded me as the sole beholder of her beauty; but it was no longer so. She was half mad, and no longer even spoke to me. I had become invisible to her. She did not know I was there, and I could do nothing to make her feel my presence. Living with some-one under these circumstances was strange, but I become accustomed to it. The conviction slowly formed in her mind that her husband would come back. For you see, I was not her first husband, she had already been married. About her first husband, her 'real' husband, I knew almost nothing. He had left suddenly, departing for America, with a hint that he might return one day. He had been a fierce and wild character, often involved in fights, and quite friendless. Isabel was his only friend, and he never hurt her. Stranger still was what became evident nough to me: Isabel could not distinguish in her memory between that man and myself. She thought it was I who had gone away, and I or he as one who would return.


When her husband had left, she had been left alone in that apartment. I had come to another apartment on the same floor to survey the corpse of a hideous and fearful old man, an alcoholic, the uncle of one of my student friends. I had seen her standing without moving, for the door had been open; when I addressed her, she made no reply, only her face was filled with incomprehension and alarm. Thus began a series of visits to see her, culminating in the most unlikely of marriages.


We never quarrelled. But then for weeks she had lived night and day without being aware of me. I did not dare approach her. She was altogether mad. She hardly moved from the window all day, she ate hardly a morsel.


One day I looked up to Isabel rushing towards the door. Her unsightly grey smock flapped a little, the shaking of her breasts in accordance wtih her precipitous, cumbrous little leaps afforded me an unusual excitement. She disappeared, and I knew she was tripping down the cold and dangerous flights of painted stone steps.


In the street below, she ran straight forward—towards a man she had espied from the window, and whom she took to be her husband—I or he—at last returned fell neatly under a passing bus. The man was a stranger. Meanwhile I sat alone, and the filth and 
[
unclear: s] theapartment suddenly struck my senses. Her flashed with a vividness it had never had until now my eyes, and I left the building.


Looking back upon it, I do not know why I 
[
unclear: m] her. I was certainly sorry for her, but it was 
[
unclear: mo] pity that drew me to her.


Ugliness—that is it! Ugliness has always been a 
[
unclear: t] me. Every new day brought me to the sight of 
[
unclear: so] more repulsive creature, and alwdays I would 
[
unclear: ex] My God! once I believed that however ugly a 
[
unclear: l] being could appear, nevertheless there was beauty 
[
unclear: in] beauty which, hidden by mishapen bodies, by 
[
unclear: al] of grotesque features, it was for me to find.


And that was what I really had believed. After 
[
unclear: b] ing ancient hags whose rags were falling from 
[
unclear: th] could not even stand up, and whose flesh was so 
[
unclear: d] that it was an unbearable insult to the life lingering —after this. I still believed; but then I gave up, found a new kind of ugliness, which could not be 
[
unclear: ov] however much I stared at it. But when I first 
[
unclear: s] girl—she was called Isabel—I enjoyed a 
[
unclear: vict] principles: here in ugliness was beauty after all! 
[
unclear: an] she is gone, and I shall choose somewhere 
[
unclear: plea] live than this. These two rooms—wallpaper peeling 
[
unclear: a] corner heaped 
[
unclear: w] rubbish—are where we lived 
[
unclear: to] She would never have left the place; it was 
[
unclear: mo] home to her—the very overwhelming stench, the 
[
unclear: c] which I could never discover, however much I 
[
unclear: s] was what meant most to Isabel.
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Interuption




I should not disturb this rest



Which you insist



Could yet exist



Your peaceful thoughts



Have been expressed



But I resist your restless face



I turn to touch the eyes I kissed



I find a searchlight in their place.
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Creation




"Earth was still an empty waste



And darkness hung upon the deep.



Two went alone in the blind night



Floating like flotsam in the black 
[
unclear: m]



And were lost to each other.



His words in the bass



Haunt the solemn woodwind 
[
unclear: melod]



Softly glittering on the glinting 
[
unclear: gu]



The light brays from the brash 
[
unclear: bra]



The flame burned in man's blood



Whose deed was the bard's mead:



God saw it—and saw that it was 
[
unclear: go]



It brought us together for a 
[
unclear: flick]



Enclaved alone from the shrieking 
[
unclear: w]



Until an Ilian fate savagely tore us 
[
unclear: a]



Needing so one and the other.
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The Navy's in 
[
unclear: To]




The eyes of Quay Street



Are on the grey toy berthing



Beside sets of dolls' house docks



The eyes of people on promenade 
[
unclear: sc]



Finger this wooden horse



Pulled into the city by a tug.



Eyes of visitors



Gazing at lines of guns



Dominating the city.



Eyes of girls



Alive with prospects



Of the sweets of sailors.



All on a hot summer's afternoon



The water like burning oil



A city digests a monster



No blood runs on her decks,



Well out-ranged from reality of 
[
unclear: co]



She has leaden thumped marsh 
[
unclear: ban]



Only the self-conscious 
[
unclear: demonstrato]



Mark her with any guilt



Thinly clustered by dock gates.



Captain Caesar will dispense 
[
unclear: Circus]



And waiting hands of those are 
[
unclear: ple]



Who dance the jig of death.




[
unclear: Murr]
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The Return of The Triboldies


Part 5



By Dennis List


I think that I am suffering from a fatal and incurable illness, and nobody dares tell me. Perhaps one of the magicians—say Cantilever—recognized my symptoms and took aside all who know me, telling them, making them promise to say nothing to me. I might ask them if it were so. Guilty astonishment would then be shown on their faces and I would know. But they would refuse vehemently to admit to me that I had this disease ... the Splinge, or whatever it may be. Then I should be worried. Therefore I shall not ask, but live in continual dread until I am about to succumb. Perhaps I shall then be forgiven by my many enemies, such as that disgusting old woman Olla Podrida.


This morning I rose at daybreak and rode an onageribex to the summit of this slippery mountain. I peered over the top. Immediately I noticed the vivid green of the valley below. I was obliged to shield my eyes from this bright colour. Blinded, I staggered back to the encampment and told Sparadrap of my discovery. He was as amazed as I and rushed up the hill to see what I had seen.


"My good fellow," he began. "This is truly a wonderful discovery for all of our people." I am overwhelmed "by pleasure in finding such hospitable surroundings at "such a close quarter. I must inform you that ancient "records had led me to suspect we were approaching the "truly notorious valley of 
Foreboding in which "nothing but blackness grows; however I am exceedingly "sorrowful to inform you that your wishes and hopes may "not be a fully satified as you might wish... . It is "known from the ancient writings that our homeland is "indeed situated in a valley, but is no a peninsula jutting "into a gigantic inland sea."


I deeply understood his true concern and told him gently that I had never for a moment thought that such a close valley could be our homeland; besides, I, too, have not only read but devoutly studied the chronicles of which he spoke. So the camp has risen, and we are now making our way down the verdant slopes of the mountain.


The she-magician, Phenobarbara, has met some people with whom she is able to converse; they speak a tongue known only to themselves and her, Ytinutroppo. Hence they are delighted to see us. As for myself, I refuse to speak their barbarously simple language, fit only for a child, so I am assured. Some of our people, pleased to be made so welcome, are arranging a festival for us. Scintillate and Titillate, in particular, labour under the impression that we have already attained our ancestral home. Others of us have pointed out to them that this valley does not answer to the descriptions in the ancient chronicles (which many have read), but they point eastwards at the vertical black cliffs at the opposite end of the valley, saying. We can travel no further eastward, for this must be the end of the world. Specious argument! I do not think we should stop here more than a year.


A festival was held last night, and was an enormous success among the Troppoes, as they call themselves. They laughed uproariously at childish devices such as fast-growing plants A group of exhibitionistic magicians grew a tree in ten minutes. These people regard as a tremendous joke what is in fact a valuable agricultural technique. They fail to understand the fundamentally serious nature of our people.


I am yet further confirmed in my opinion that the 'Troppoes" are deficient in sobriety. This afternoon as I was taking a stroll through their luscious fields I met two of them. The instant that we passed, they fell to the ground, convulsed with laughter. Impolite fellows! 1 thought, and have since spoken of the matter to Sparadrap. He told me that unfortunate incidents such as these have happened to many of us. It seems to be our apparel that provokes such merriment. I fail to see why: surely, if they find our garb ludicrous then we must find theirs the same, and laugh both at each other. That only they laugh proves that it is themselves who are ludicrous. On the other hand, they are certainly hospitable. They continue to shower us with provender. They have even offered us strange clothes of the type that they wear. I am sad to report that some among our numbers have been so foolish as to accept this alien clothing. It is certainly not practical, though it may appear so at first sight, and to an untutored eye.


I have discussed with several of our elders, including Sparadrap, on the matter of preservingsom e record of the customs and values of this most curious people, for the benefit of posterity. Unfortunately the consensus was that this responsibility does not fall upon us. Why should we record the customs of others? Sparadrap argued. Surely it is up to each to make record of his own. This seems to me a regrettable point of view.


I have had words with Phenobarbara concerning the preservation of identity of the Troppoes and their language. She has informed me that they have no form at all of written language. Shameful! I shall put my case with renewed vigour before Sparadrap. If they have no form of writing, how can they be expected to preserve their history? Phenobarbara tells me that they do so by means of songs, which are taught by one generation to the next. A most unreliable method What if one generation forgets a song? ... Years of history are lost.


I put the matter to Sparadrap; he laughed outright I am most affronted! I am seriously considering resignation from my post as Official Chronicler.


There is to be a festival held by the "Troppoes" next week. They are to sing all their songs to, presenting their history in allegorical form. Sparadrap has suggested that this festival be arranged; be is attempting to show me that the verbal method of preservation of history is entirely adequate.


I have heard a rumour of miscegenation. This afternoon I was speaking with Nenuphar, as is my wont. I asked him a riddle: If there are more trees in the world than there are leaves on any one tree, does it follow that there must be at least two trees with the same number of leaves? An ancient riddle, but he solved it unhesitatingly-Then I asked him the one about the onion; he solved that in a few seconds. Then I asked him where Peccadillo and Cumulonimbus have been during the last few days. Nobody knows, he replied; they were Last seen two days ago disappearing into a thicket with two Troppo maidens. This will never do! We must at all costs preserve our common identity. I spoke of the matter to Sparadrap; he was amused. Sometimes I suspect him of senility.




[image: Photo of girl running with pigeons by Mike S.]
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Films


It Happened Here


I 
Think 
It Happened Here has been the subject of praise in excess of its true worth. Here is a case where knowledge of the origins of a film is a positive hindrance to any just understanding and appreciation.


The opening scenes, for example, suffer from murky photography and muffled sound. The conscientious viewer, eager to give the film its due, searches around for excuses and comes up with comforting phrases like "made under difficult conditions, amateurs doing their best with limited funds," etc.


This rather condescending attitude is unfair to the film and its makers because it leads one to praise the more "professional" sections of 
It Happened Here while neglecting to say quite clearly where and why the film is less successful.


Having made the point I will agree Kevin Brownlow and Andrew Mollo have made a film that is often technically brilliant and thought provoking in its choice of subject.



It Happened Here lacks tension and dramatic bite probably because it looks a little too much like an on-the-spot documentary. I have rearely been able to find "real" people in "real" situations exciting on the screen despite whatever interest is intrinsic in their behaviour.


The sequence I found most interesting was in fact the unreal, rather mysterious one where the main character walks past the rubble of bombed buildings to the last bars of the first movement of Bruckner's Ninth Symphony.


On reflection I think it was probably the music that made the whole scene exciting but all credit to Brownlow and Mollo for choosing these massive unearthly chords.


Peter Suschitzy's photography, at its best, makes extensive use of high contrast lighting and his hand held camera work, evident throughout the film, is controlled and fluent. The editing, especially in the street riots and the final shootings, is remarkable in an Eisensteinian sort of way.


The disconcerting thing about 
It Happened Here is the diversity of quality and style. It lacks the cohesion and consistently high standard of the companion piece on the programme, 
War Hunt, another minor masterpiece from Terry and Denis Sanders (their first was 
Crime and Punishment U.S.A.).


Comparison highlights the faults and fluctuations of 
It Happened Here, but does not negate its-many worthwhile qualities or render it less than a film eminently worth seeing.



In the Heat of the Night is a brilliantly constructed entertainment. I use the label with care because the film is primarily an ingenious thriller with a quirky plot twist not a significant contribution to the industry's efforts on behalf of integration.


It is unfortunate some people have seen the film in precisely this light. 
In the Heat of the Night is "significant", "liberal", and so forth not because it is a worthy film because of these factors not because it is a worthy qua cinema, drama or entertainment.


One person was disappointed because he found the course of the film moving inexorably to the quasi-happy ending where Poitier and Steiger exchange fond words at the station.


This he regarded as something of a cliche. Such a reaction shows how one's appreciation of the film can be fouled up by trying to squeeze it into a context for which it was not intended.


The nig nog/racial bigot exchanges surely exist but I think they must be regarded at the level of personal drama not from any racial or political point of view. 
In the Heat of the Night is a rewarding film partly because the Steiger-Poitier relationship is a series of confrontations as people and character in a dramatic situation not as ciphers representing an ideology or racial attitude.


Indeed if 
In the Heat of the Night was intended as blatant propaganda, it is quite intolerable as such because Poitier is too handsome, understanding, well educated, etc.—so good and pure the dice would be loaded entirely in favour of his race.


All bitching aside the merits of the film are considerable and obvious. The script offers Steiger and Poitier plenty of scope for a cut and thrust duel and both perform their parts with relish.


If Steiger seems to have the edge it is probably because Poitier's role appears to be merely yet another in his gallery of distinguished Negroes whereas Steiger's is sufficiently different from his other recent parts to draw our attention to his virtuosity.


Warren Oates (a regular with Stony Burke) as Officer Wood and Larry Gates as local czar Endicott lend commendable support while Quentin Dean makes one of the most gorgeous nymphos ever seen on screen.


On the evidence of this film and 
The Russians Are Coming Norman Jewison can be considered one of the best of young American directors if not yet in the class of Frankenheimer, Penn, and Kubrick.


He has a way with atmosphere and detail of setting that is quite unique. As much is evident in this film in the way the camera dwells on the sheen of car metal, the squalor of flies and oppresive heat, or the golden blaze of autumn leaves.


Credit for the stunning visual surface must be shared with Haskell Wexler, one of the best cinematographers in the business. This collaboration of director, photographer, and cast has provided one of the most unsual and exciting thrillers seen in recent years.


—
Rex Benson.
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Concerts


John Ogden


John Ogdon is a huge and fantastic pianist. He, with the NZBC Symphony Orchestra under Juan Matteucci, and a male chorus from the Orpheus Choir presented the first and probably the last performance of Busoni's Piano Concerto (1904), Op 39, we shall ever hear.


It has five movements and took about 70 minutes to perform (Ogdon's recent recording of the work took 68 minutes). Judging by the reaction of the audience they might have been set to stay there all night.


As a concerto I don't know of anything else to equal it. In style it is unique—five contrasting movements that ramble and bore, flare up into unbelievable majesty, and die away almost too suddenly.


The piano very rarely states a theme. It merely interprets the guts with 
Lisztian cadenzas (there's no other word).


Ogdon's fight was convincing. He simply envelops the piano like some mysterious Budda hardly poking the usual faces in the many "delicato" or "angst" passages.


He sat squat and determined looking up at Mr. Matteucci always and flung off the entire work with such a brashness and virtuosity that it was hard to believe it all came from the piano.


One was inclined to drift with the work—there was always a majestic section to wake up to.


In the fifth movement Busoni includes a choir which sings quiety "mysterious words" from Oehlenschlaeger's 
Aladdin.


It almost seemed inspired but the ending came too soon—not on a flourish but a passive quietness that earned almost unprecented applause.


It would be interesting to see if HMV release the record here. Many people were greatly impressed—it might be concert-going history.


—
M. J. Heath.




[image: British Nazi troops in the controversial war fantasy "It Happened Here".]


British Nazi troops in the controversial war fantasy "It Happened Here".












Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 5. April 2 1968

Films — Film books







Films


Film books



No Contemporary art has been as badly served by the publishing industry as the cinema. Despite a steady flow of annuals devoted to the year's releases in Britain and America, lavishly illustrated, expensive, and lacking any pretention of criticism, the English-speaking world has not been noted for comprehensive cheap literature on the film business.


Ironically the best paperback books on major American directors such as Ford, Hawks, Walsh, and so on are published in French. But, inevitably, as the demand for film books has grown with a greater appreciation on the part of the film-going public for good cinema, British publishers are at last catching up.


Until late last year cheap paperback film books were the sole preserve of the International Film Guide scries edited by Peter Cowie and published by Zwemmers.


The series now contains 11 volumes ranging from comprehensive studies of the French and Swedish cinema through two genres (the musical and the horror) to studies of individual directors (Welles, Hitchcock, and Joseph Losey).


The standard of these volumes varies but in a world of scarcity they are all invaluable until replaced by better studies.


The three most recent volumes are all varied in approach. Allen Eyles' 
The Western: an Illustrated Guide is as complete-as-you-would-want handbook to this major film genre. Every imaginable person connected with any Western is included along with dates and alternative titles. There are also many small illustrations of the great stars, plus some directors. Those who haunt the Roxy need no longer be at a loss for information.


Ivan Butler's 
The Horror Film is also for addicts providing a full chronology of all horror films. Butler's definition of horror in films is primarily concerned with the use of horror and thus considers not only the classics of the genre but also films by Bergman, Shindo, Bunuel and such films as 
The Pawnbroker and 
Bunny Lake is Missing, Hitchcock's 
Psycho, Polanski's 
Repulsion and the outstanding Poe films by Roger Corman.


The third new volume is a survey of Joseph Losey's films by James Leahy. Although competent and respectful Leahy does not quite win the reader's confidence. He relies far too much on esoteric interpretation and his somewhat over-analytic verbiage destroys the visual imediacy predominant in much of Losey's work.


Following the completition of the filming of 
Accident at the end of 1966 (Wellington is still waiting although it is due soon for the Embassy) Losey gave an extended interview with Tom Milne which has been published in the new Cinema One series published for the British Film Institute by Seeker and Warburg.



Losey on Losey is a first-class book which provides a brilliant insight into the mind of a film-maker who has never achieved recognised "success".


After leaving Hollywood following the purge of "Red elements" and the blacklist, Losey had a chequered career in Britain and Italy often directing films under pseudonyms to avoid victimisation. It is only in the 60s that he has been able to achieve complete control over his films and it is during the last five years that he has made his five best
—The Damned (62)
, The Servant (63)
, King and Country (64)
, Modesty Blaise (66), and 
Accident (67).


The two other volumes in the Cinema One series that have appeared so far are concerned with two leading European directors. The first is Geoffrey Nowell-Smith's 
Luchino Visconti which examines in detail the films of this Italian director.


The films are not dealt with chronologically. Several films are examined in comparison with the ones they most resemble
—Il Lavaro (episode in 
Boccaccio 70) and 
Bellissima (51)
, The Leopard (63) and 
Senso (54), and 
Vaghe Stelle dell'Orsa (65) with 
White Nights (57).


New Zealand has not seen many of Visconti's films, the best known being 
The Leopard (in a version disowned by the director) and 
Rocco and His Brothers (60). 
Vaghe Stelle dell'Orsa may be released here sometime in the future by United Artists (it arrived last October) under the title 
Sandra.


The other director in this series is, of course, Jean-Luc Godard, Perhaps no other director has achieved the kind of reputation he has with his prolific output of highly successful films (16 features since 1959).


By far the most written about and controversial directorial personality in the contemporary cinema, Godard is hailed as a genius by many but derogated by others. Richard Roud's book is extremely fair in giving Godard his due, but it is hard to judge without having seen the films.


Only two of his films have been released in N.Z.—
Vivre sa Vie (62) in 1965 and 
Bande a Part (64), English title 
Band of Outsiders, in 1966. After their brief appearance they were immediately sent back whence they came.


They were described in the business as "box-office poison". From then on Godard's films have been eschewed by the distributors, although several more recent films nave appeared in Australia.


One other Godard film, 
Une Femme Mariee (64), made a brief appearance, but never got beyond the censor's office. Apart from features we have seen a sketch entitled Sloth in 
Seven Capital Sins (61).


However, chances are fairly hopeful that the Victoria Film Society may be able to get 
Alphaville (65) from Australia. Otherwise the situation remains hopeless.


Godard's importance is re-inforced by his selection as the subject of one of the first four Movie Paperbacks published by Studio Vista. This time the general editor of the series, Ian Cameron, has got around the Godard mystique by having twelve critics contribute short essays on 
The Films of Jean-Luc Godard, some of the critics taking different viewpoints on the same film.


The collection is rounded off by Raymond Durgnat's Asides on Godard, a tongue-in-cheek irreverent piece of vituperation which makes an interesting balance to the seriousness of the other critics.


The question is raised—how seriously can we take Godard's films? Or does he really wear dark-glasses because he is "in a permanent state of ocular masturbation, rubbing himself off against everything and anything on which his eye alights ... the flickering glance of his camera the constant dribble of premature ejaculation".


The other books in this 
Movie series are largely concerned with elaborating various avenues of film appreciation which the magazine pioneered in English film criticism—vulgarly known as the auteur theory. In contradistinction to 
Sight and Sound, Movie championed the American cinema along with 
Cahiers du Cinema before it.


It is welcome news to learn 
Movie is to re-appear this year after a two year hibernation. But far from jumping on the band-wagon of the "cult" directors, the series has decided to deal fully with established directors who have pointed the way for many younger ones.


Joel W. Finler's 
Erich von Stroheim is valuable largely for its reconstruction of Stroheim's classic 
Greed. Although never released in its original version (it was cut to a quarter), placed Stroheim permanently among the "greats", but burdened him with the unforgivaeable sin of extravagance so that he was unable to make any more films in Hollywood the way he wanted.


Stroheim will perhaps be best remembered by older New Zealand film buffs for his performance as Gloria Swanson's butler in Billy Wilder's 
Sunset Boulevard.


Raymond Durgnat returns with a study of 
Luis Bunuel which covers all of his films from the early surrealist made with Salvador Dali 
(Un Chien Andalou (28) and 
L'Age d'Or (30)) through this Mexican films until his return to world recognition in the early 50s with 
Los Olvidados (50), 
El (52) and 
Robinson Crusoe (52).


Durgnat however, was not able to consider Bunuel's latest film 
Belle de Jour (67) which people who saw it in Australia during the vacation, claim is everything that has been claimed for it.


The fourth volume in the 
Movie series is 
The Heavies, compiled by Cameron and his wife. The "heavy" is the staple "bad guy" in every Hollywood gangster, war, or western film. It is very often the 'heavy' who lifts a mediocre Hollywood film out of the rut or contributes considerably to a good movie.



The Heavies includes all those familiar faces who make (usually) brief appearances in all those films you have seen, but remain faces without names. The Camerons have seen a great many films from Hollywood and remember with affection the highpoints in these films for their 84 actors.


With each name is a brief comment on the memorable scenes followed by a full filmography with dates and directors. This book is another one for the addicts only and is ideal for winter's evening parlour game. Did you see the one where ... . ?


All the series have their good points and it is hoped each will thrive. We are in for a feast of film books if the projected titles are forthcoming.



—Nevil Gibson.
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Physical science banished



Sir—After reading Jonathan Cloud's articles on the examination system, I have come to the conclusion that his ideal university is one from which the physical sciences are banished.


Much of his discussion deals with the type of question asked, and it is apparently traditional in the subjects Mr. Cloud has studied for the essay to predominate. But in those disciplines concerned with measurement there is another tradition, based on the fact that discussion involving quantities is often too complicated to be carried out in English, and must therefore be done mathematically. Hence, the traditional question in these subjects is the "problem", in which the student is asked to find some quantity in terms of others, or make decisions from data. An example from statistics might be:


"A survey showed that 627 of 800 persons interviewed preferred to live in medium sized towns. Using a two sided alternative and a 5% level of significance, test the hypothesis that the true proportion of person's preferring to live in medium-sized towns is 75%. (It is)


This type of question is often rephrased in the form "Show that ... ", "Prove that ... " so that it includes its own answer.


For reasons which would require too much space to elaborate. I think we must reject any idea that problems are merely essays written in another language. We must therefore consider them entirely separately. something Mr. Cloud makes no attempt to do.


If we were to consider the effectiveness of exams and term work based on problems, we would be foolish to do so in isolation. At the high school level, many of the physical sciences are in the midst of major changes in teaching methods. In America, completely new approaches to the subjects have been developed, introducing schoolchildren to concepts formerly not encountered until stage III or Honours level. The Physical Sciences Study Committee material (P.S.S.C. physics), for example, is already in use in New Zealand schools.


In England, the Nuffield schemes have developed the heuristic approach to Chemistry and Physics to what must be close to its practical limits. We can expect the effects of these schemes to be delayed here because of the expensive equipment they require. Nevertheless, we are entitled to ask what reaction the University should have to them, when they come. This reaction could well involve changed teaching and assessing methods, because it would be a tragedy for initiative developed in the schools to be stamped out in the University.


Mr. Cloud has not considered any of these problems; nor has he given any indication that he is aware of their existence. But he must surely be aware of the growth of mathematical methods in psychology, economics and political science, which makes his omission all the more surprising, as these subjects may sooner or later face the same problems.


Yours faithfully,


David Wright.






Our reviews attacked



Sir—Your reviewer, Bob Lord (
Salient, March 19), is better at making snide cracks than at reviewing. He spends so much space on them he never gets to telling us what are the flaws he perceives in the third act of the play. How, I wonder, does Mr. Lord know Mr. Mason "strived" for pathos in his last act? that it was not achieved in the eyes of more sensitive members of the audience? But he finds pathos in the bald listing of an unpublished book of essays in the programme notes: well, bless him then for his cute tender little heart.


He appears to take exception to the inclusion by Downstage's secretary of a briefly stated author's biography in the programme. Is this because Mr. Lord is more knowledgeable than the rest of us? But I found the list valuable and intend to preserve it. (And the Lions Club would have done well to read it when they booked an entire performance and sent a circular to their members attributing the play to another playwright.)


Bruce Mason has the normal writer's concern for how his piece emerges, he has had wide experience as a producer, the opportunity offered. Why is it then "a fanatical concern for the correct staging of his plays" that he produced 
Birds in the Wilderness for Downstage? Bernard Shaw advised writers to produce their own plays. In any case, Mr. William Austin, Artistic Director of Down-stage this year and a producer in two mediums, acted as Mr. Mason's assistant.


The tone of this review was always patronising and sometimes offensive. I don't know how the suggestion that Mr. Mason's "fanatical concern" extends to "the maintenance of his image as New Zealand's leading playwright" would stand up in a libel action. If—though it is unlikely—this gratuituos statement came from some international giant of letters, it might be borne, but from Mr. Lord, well, hardly.


I suggest, sir, that you subedit unwarranted spleen from his future reviews (if any), also see he gets his dates right.


Marie August.






Architectural Shambles



Sir—Victoria University is an acknowledged academic joke and administrative balls-up, but why must it also be an aesthetic disaster?


The new lecture theatre is only the latest addition to Vic's architectural anarchy. Evidently the 'varsity architects, or draughtsmen, or office-boys—whoever does the design for our buildings, think that if the buildings facing Kelburn Parade have bricks in them that there will be a unity of design, or something.


Why then have that cacky yellow stuff on the bottom two floors of Easterfield? Actually the only common observation I could make about the varsity buildings facing Kelburn Parade is that they get progressively worse as they go up hill.


This may give you an idea of what I think of our new lecture theatre, already —but wait... . 
Some imagination has been shown in its design: I admit it's unusual, but that doesn't necessarily mean it's good; and the curving inside wall in the foyer is interesting (reminiscent of the Otago Student Union−the 3rd best union in the four main centres —guess whose is the 4th best?). However, despite these good (?) points, the building doesn't fit in with any others on campus, and looks like a cross between a medieval fortress and a lavatory block. If the designer thought of it as a fortress type structure, a few long narrow slits in the facade would in my opinion, have added to this conception. These could be double glazed in dark glass to avoid the distraction of traffic movement and noise. But I'm afraid that the escape hatch, or ventilation hole, or whatever it is, plus drainpipe, does not achieve this.


Why can't our university be conceived of as an aesthetically pleasing whole rather than a architectural mish-mash and functional Cinerama cashier.


Don't try to find me to throttle me, I'll be gone before this letter is printed.


Yours,


Pat Bolster,


Victoria University Labour Club.






S.C.M. books



Sir−In reply to W. J. Watson's letter in 
Salient (March 19th) about his buying an obsolete edition of a book at the S.C.M. Secondhand Bookstall, I would merely state that we cannot be responsible for buyers making mistakes.


We have a responsiblity to both our buyers and our sellers. As a result we try to sell the books people bring in to sell although we recommend that these books be current university textbooks only.


Many students are not aware which books are still current and it is therefore up to the buyer to take care that he is getting the correct book before he buys it.


We cannot possibly check that all the books that come to us are current editions, but we did go to the trouble of moving 2,000 books which were not selling, into another room so that they would not be bought.


We are sorry about mistakes such as made by W. J. Watson, and do our best to avoid these.


Yours sincerely.


Jon Boyes.


Bookstall Manager






Blatant transgression



Sir,—I must protest at what I myself consider to be a blatant transgression of some editorial privileges which you enjoy. I am referring to your editorial of Tuesday 19-3-68, wherein you gave a list of needs for more student power.


While I agree with most of your proposals, I think it is wrong from the point of view of editorship to publish as an editorial the personal views of students however prominent they may be and in addition ask them to sign their name on the editorial in agreement. The shepherds have spoken — now the lambs must follow.


I must ask Sir, whether you have fully considered the task of editorials. For in my view an editor can publish any editorial he likes; but have you ever seen Mr. Holyoake and others sign a 
Dominion editorial. These prominent members of our student body could have written a letter to the editor, or an article in which they have every right to express their views. But they should never have been asked by yourself to subscribe to your personal view to give it weight. You have enough power as editor not to need the backing of others. Your axe is strong, Sir. Wield it well. Wield it or not at all.


J. N. Lenart.


[(1) I wrote only a minor part of the editorial. (2) I see no reason why an editor should necessarily have any part in an editorial so long as he agrees with it. (3) I do not intend to follow the example of the 
Dominion or Mr. Holyoake. (4) In this specific case I will leave the results to explain my actions.—ed]






Sludge



Dear Sir,



Re your application for funds to bring God to New Zealand.



We are inclined to think that this would be inappropriate for several reasons which we will list for your perusal.



1. The timing of the proposed visit is entirely unfortuitous in that it would immediately precede the arrival of His Royal Highness the Duke of Somewhere or Other. We think you will appreciate the undesirability of allowing the Duke to feel that he is being made to play second fiddle to God.



2. We fail to see how the said invitee can be seriously considered alive when "Time" magazine has quite clearly declared him to be dead.



3. It is well known that the Prime Minister considers himself to have the loudest voice in the country and to disillusion him at this stage would not be in the National interest.



4. You claim that "God is Everywhere". We have referred this assessment to the Minister of Labour and Immigration who has replied "not if I've got anything to do with it he isn't".



5. A thorough investigation of your claim that the invitee is a respected author was found to be highly speculative. Indeed the claim might be said to be on a par with the notion that "Shakespeare wrote Shakespeare". After much detailed research we found that only one short treatise ("The Ten Commandments" restricted sale hardbacked copies only) was in any way authentic. The authorship of this has also been disputed; with our preference going to Cecil B. De Mille. It might also be added that we could find scant evidence of the work being respected anywhere in the World.



6. From the pictures we have viewed it is obvious that the invitee is unshaven and probably has chronic B.O. It follows from this that he is a born troublemaker (particularly if his son is anything to go by). We should add that this viewpoint has judicial approval inasmuch as all plagues, floods, earthquakes and governmental cockups are officially blamed on the invitee. (Q.v. "A dictionary of New Zealand Law" under 
God: Act of")



7. Finally we feel that we should add that in view of the current Vietnamese situation it can no longer be asserted that the invitee is "on our side" as was traditionally thought. Until such time as he can prove his loyalties he must take his chance with the pinkoes.



Yours pathetically,




The Absurd Bank
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Sir—Your reviewer, Bob Lord (
Salient, March 19), is better at making snide cracks than at reviewing. He spends so much space on them he never gets to telling us what are the flaws he perceives in the third act of the play. How, I wonder, does Mr. Lord know Mr. Mason "strived" for pathos in his last act? that it was not achieved in the eyes of more sensitive members of the audience? But he finds pathos in the bald listing of an unpublished book of essays in the programme notes: well, bless him then for his cute tender little heart.
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We are sorry about mistakes such as made by W. J. Watson, and do our best to avoid these.


Yours sincerely.


Jon Boyes.


Bookstall Manager
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Blatant transgression



Sir,—I must protest at what I myself consider to be a blatant transgression of some editorial privileges which you enjoy. I am referring to your editorial of Tuesday 19-3-68, wherein you gave a list of needs for more student power.


While I agree with most of your proposals, I think it is wrong from the point of view of editorship to publish as an editorial the personal views of students however prominent they may be and in addition ask them to sign their name on the editorial in agreement. The shepherds have spoken — now the lambs must follow.


I must ask Sir, whether you have fully considered the task of editorials. For in my view an editor can publish any editorial he likes; but have you ever seen Mr. Holyoake and others sign a 
Dominion editorial. These prominent members of our student body could have written a letter to the editor, or an article in which they have every right to express their views. But they should never have been asked by yourself to subscribe to your personal view to give it weight. You have enough power as editor not to need the backing of others. Your axe is strong, Sir. Wield it well. Wield it or not at all.


J. N. Lenart.


[(1) I wrote only a minor part of the editorial. (2) I see no reason why an editor should necessarily have any part in an editorial so long as he agrees with it. (3) I do not intend to follow the example of the 
Dominion or Mr. Holyoake. (4) In this specific case I will leave the results to explain my actions.—ed]
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Dear Sir,



Re your application for funds to bring God to New Zealand.



We are inclined to think that this would be inappropriate for several reasons which we will list for your perusal.



1. The timing of the proposed visit is entirely unfortuitous in that it would immediately precede the arrival of His Royal Highness the Duke of Somewhere or Other. We think you will appreciate the undesirability of allowing the Duke to feel that he is being made to play second fiddle to God.



2. We fail to see how the said invitee can be seriously considered alive when "Time" magazine has quite clearly declared him to be dead.



3. It is well known that the Prime Minister considers himself to have the loudest voice in the country and to disillusion him at this stage would not be in the National interest.



4. You claim that "God is Everywhere". We have referred this assessment to the Minister of Labour and Immigration who has replied "not if I've got anything to do with it he isn't".



5. A thorough investigation of your claim that the invitee is a respected author was found to be highly speculative. Indeed the claim might be said to be on a par with the notion that "Shakespeare wrote Shakespeare". After much detailed research we found that only one short treatise ("The Ten Commandments" restricted sale hardbacked copies only) was in any way authentic. The authorship of this has also been disputed; with our preference going to Cecil B. De Mille. It might also be added that we could find scant evidence of the work being respected anywhere in the World.



6. From the pictures we have viewed it is obvious that the invitee is unshaven and probably has chronic B.O. It follows from this that he is a born troublemaker (particularly if his son is anything to go by). We should add that this viewpoint has judicial approval inasmuch as all plagues, floods, earthquakes and governmental cockups are officially blamed on the invitee. (Q.v. "A dictionary of New Zealand Law" under 
God: Act of")



7. Finally we feel that we should add that in view of the current Vietnamese situation it can no longer be asserted that the invitee is "on our side" as was traditionally thought. Until such time as he can prove his loyalties he must take his chance with the pinkoes.



Yours pathetically,




The Absurd Bank
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Tolley & 
Spence (Wgton.) Ltd.


30 Aitken Street


(Opp. Parliament)


Cheap Transport


Honda Cub Powercycle


Honda 90 Motorcycle


Puch Motor Scooter
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Sports




The Sports Depot


(Witcombe & Caldwell)



Half-way along Willis St.


Long-standing connection with University sport. Every one of Vic's 24 sports catered for.



For Flowers ...




Waughs Flower Shoppe Ltd.



5 
Bowen Street



Tel. 40-797



(After Hours 44-068)
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"
The Park"


is situated opposite the fountain in Kelburn Park, 200ft. from the Varsity.



Open every Wednesday and Sunday from 6 p.m.


•


Hosts :


Rachel and Jan Calkoen




Victuallers




Reginald Collins Ltd.


Wholesale wine and spirit people. Vintners to the Students' Association. Carry stocks of all brands of ale, spirits, table wine (from 55c), sherry in flagons ($1.60) or quart bottles.



Free delivery—Cellars located at No. 3 
Ballance Street



(Customhouse Quay end)




Daysh Renouf & 
Co



Members Wellington Stock Exchange



National Mutual Centre



Featherston Street



Tel. 70-169
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They Both Want To Be Secretary: 
Elections
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• John Lenart




Aged 21, John Lenart is a 4th year student doing a B.A., LLB., majoring in English. He has been a member of several clubs from cards to debating, and is at present on the Committees of the Cards Club, Catholic Society and Debating Society; he has also had experience on 3 sub-committees, Education, International Affairs and Public Relations.




Policy


(1) Bursaries—To press for an increase in bursaries. These were last increased in 1965 and if we are to have a reasonable chance for an increase in 1969 a documented case must be prepared now.


(2) Student Representation—To press for an increase in Student representation in University affairs. There are distressing signs that the student body is becoming alienated from the University, and this trend must be reversed. Students have a legitimate place to decide on questions such as language requirements for B.A.'s etc.


(3) Bookshop—If the negotiations between the University and the City Council should fail the Students Association should take direct action on the matter—The idea of a bookshop has been tossed around for 27 years and decisive action must be taken if the situation is to be remedied. At the moment Victoria is the only major University without a bookshop.


Academic salaries—To press for higher salaries. Although students can play only a limited part in Academic salaries they should be concerned as the salary structures in this country tends to lower the standard of lecturers, hence the standard of our degrees. We must ensure that our degrees do not become valueless.




[image: • Paul J. Wedderspoon]
• Paul J. Wedderspoon




Paul J. Wedderspoon is 22 years old, a fourth generation New Zealander, a second year law student, and has served in the New Zealand Regular Army. Born in Wellington and educated at Hamilton Boys' High School, he stood in the Palmerston North by-election last year.




Policy


(1) Opposition to executive involvement in outside political organisations;


(2) Vigorous pursuit of government assistance to students experiencing financial hardship;


(3) Investigation into the possibility of reducing the Students' Association fee;


(4) Opposition to injudicious expenditure and exposure of it where necessary to all students;


(5) Emphatic support for New Zealand combatant action in Vietnam to stop Communist aggression on its own breeding ground;


(6) That material matters concerning student welfare take precedence over ideological motions;


(7) That when Executive condemns the Rhodesian Government for hanging murderers it also expresses its sympathy for the relatives.


(8) Insistence on the political impartiality of 
Salient.


[
Salient has never been politicallly impartial. It certainly will not be impartial while I am editor—ed.]


Also nominated were Maxwell Taylor, whose consent had not been obtained, Barrie Saunders, who wishes to withdraw in favour of John Lenart, and Wally Fortesque, who has been excluded on the grounds that he is not a member of the Students' Association. There is some doubt as to his having been human. However, the obituary below was received by the 
Salient office on Thursday.


Walter Josiah Fortesque died today, a victim of the beaurocracy that he has so long opposed.


All right-thinking conservatives will sadly grieve his lamentable and untimely political, social, and economic demise from the fields of endeavour to higher service.


His "you worship the water I walk on" ideal has moved many of his closest friends to a strong devotional attitude. The zeal with which he has counted the religious vote has not gone amiss in higher academic circles.


His ability to build political castles from the bricks of his ancestral hearth enabled him to financial stability from the wavering support of previous political adventures.


Owing to his ability to compromise the left with the right, and the hard core of support which has been afforded him by his many liberal-leaning flatmates, he has managed to amass a large quantity of information useful to the security of this country.


One who has walked with so many different crusades from so many different points of view, under so many different slogans creating true Marxist synthesis between martial conservatism and the beauty of Machiavellian megalomania, would have been destined to attain the citadels of the Tin Gods.


In the words of the Fathers: "He who rambles in the paths of darkness Not unto him the power, But he who believes in the spirit of tongues Shall attain eternal satisfaction."


Had he been with us to the final test, he would have shown the forcefulness of character, independence of spirit and clearsightedness of vision that would grace any right-thinking reactionary-radical — but Fortesque is dead.
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Penny equals record



Olympic prospect Penny Haworth, wind assisted, equalled her Wellington 100 yards record in 10.9 seconds at last Saturday's Interfaculty Athletics.


She was first out of the blocks and increased her lead throughout the race beating Rosemary Askin by six yards.


First year student Philip Kear was the best Vic sprinter winning the 100 and 440 yards and narrowly being beaten by Alan Robinson in the 220 yards.


His 440 yards winning time of 50 seconds was outstanding and his win over Massey's D. Cairns and Vic's Richard Tweedie, both finalists in the National Championships, displayed his fine form.


Tournament prospects do not look quite as bright as they have in other years. However, good performances may well carry Vic to a win.


Vic's Tournament team is:—


• 100 yards—
A. Robinson, P. Ammundsen.


• 220 yards—
A. Robinson, P. Kear.


• 440 yards—
P. Kear, R. Tweedie.


• 880 yards—
R. Tweedie, D. Bullock.


• One mile—
D. Bullock, R. Petley.


• Three miles−
R. Petley, J. Stockwell.


• 120 yards hurdles — 
M. Grover.


• 220 yards hurdles—
A. Dougall.


• 440 yards hurdles—
A. Dougall, M. Grover.


• High jump—
M. Grover.


• Long jump—
T. Christiansen, C. Corry.


• Triple jump—
T. Christiansen.


• Pole vault—
G. Moore.


• Shot put—
G. Sutherland.


• Discus—
G. Sutherland.


• Women's 100 yards — 
P. Haworth, R. Askin.


• Women's 220 yards —
P. Haworth, R. Askin.


• Women's 440 yards 
— P. Haworth.


• Women's 80 metres hurdles 
—G. Davies.


• Women's long jump — 
G. Davies.




[image: Students practicing Fencing]



Swords have been among man's favourite weapons for centuries—and the sport of fencing has a long history.


It seems a far cry from the highly skilled and regulated sport of modern fencing to the spectacle of two knights seeking to hit each other over he head with broadswords, the battles fought with cutlass and sabre on the heaving deck of a privateer, or even the romantic days of the 18th century when duels were ought at the slightest provocation—and often to the death.


Fencing was a bloodthirsty business. It was perhaps the memories of ancient days which prompted a noted Wellington exponent of the sport to buy a hearse. The choice of another fencer was not quite as easily explained—a fire engine!


Apart from such eccentricities Vic fencers are noted for their skill enthusiasm and ability not only in fencing but also in the gay social times.


Fencing has kept up with the advances of the technological age and in the 20th century is very much a


Electrical scoring apparatus and scientifically designed personal gear make the sport both pleasing to the statistically and technically minded and safe for those taking part, "switched on" sport.
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Intramural sports



The Intramural Sports Programme at the gymnasium is now well under way and most departments are represented in at least one competition.


In badminton the staff team is leading mainly because of skill and partly because they have the best raquets and play an all male team against others which are mixed.


Other teams are confident that endurance factors will soon compensate for these privilages.


The most succesful of the other 15 teams (in choice of opponents) are Scots College Old Boys (including two girls!), Music, Biochemistry, and Chemistry.


A team of 
Salient staff, apparently with more time to practise now that the paper appears weekly, has taken a convincing lead in the four-a-side indoor soccer competition.


They are threatened by a Geography team which has the unfair advantage of having soccer players in its ranks and in order, by Chemistry, Fijian Students, Malaysian Students, and Classics teams.


Volleyball strength seems to lie in the Economics, Social Science and Psychology Departments' team although the Classics Department and the VUM Volleyball Club Women's Team seem to be gathering ominous mometum.


In basketball the Botany Department team has impressed most by its skill and the Law, Chemistry and Philosophy Department teams by their adaptability.


The Exec Team, led by Sports Officer Rod Trott, made the heaviest impression at the beginning but after last week's restrained confrontation with the Women's Basketball club team, they have learned that the referee usually prefers a forward past to a crunch tackle.


There are still several departments conspicuosly absent from the competitions.


Their self-appointed champions would be welcome in any or all of the competitions.


In particular more teams are required to make the table tennis competition keener and to contain the confidence of a guileful and unbeaten staff team.
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Barry & 
Sargent Ltd.




Opticians



118 Willis St. - Tel. 45-841




Margaret O'Connor Studio



Private Tuition Daily



Beginners only every Monday, 7—10.30 p.m.



Admission 50c



58 Lower Cuba Street



Telephone 45-818




James Soteros



New Hairdressing Salon



•



47 
Farish Street and 23 
Manners Street


For All Student Styles



Transistor - Radio Electrical Repairs



Radiart Co.


22 
Brandon Street Wellington




P. C. Campion



90 Courtenay Place


S.D.O.N.Z.




Optician



(Opposite St. James Theatre)




Telephone 55-009 
For An Appointment










Victoria University of Wellington Library




Salient. Victoria University of Wellington Student's Newspaper. Volume 31, Number 5. April 2 1968

Extensions




Extensions



Extensions to Vic's Ski Club hut at Mt. Ruapehu will cost $12,000.


The club already has $2500. Two thousand dollars will be gained from this year's subscriptions and the Students' Association has approved a $6000 advance.


The remaining $1500 will be raised mainly from $10 debentures—club members who assist with small loans will get preferential bookings.


The club thinks to avoid raising subscriptions, debentures are the only reasonable way of getting money.


Builders started on the extensions about three weeks ago and are working 13 hours a day to get it completed by May 10—the deadline.
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Tuesday 2


12 noon - 1 p.m. Memorial Theatre. Combined Religious Societies lecture by Dr. Volker Heine of Cambridge University speaks on "Christians and Communists in Eastern Europe". All welcome.



Forum Changed To Wednesday. Students are reminded that Forum will be held on Wednesdays until further notice.






Wednesday 3


8.20 a.m. Quiet Room. NCC Chaplain will celebrate Holy Communion.


12 noon. Quiet Room. Catholic Society Mass.


1 p.m. March in protest against 
Seato and government Vietnam policy leaves from outside Hunter. Organized by University Peace In Vietnam Committee.


1 p.m.—
Forum in Common Room if wet, on 
Sub lawn if fine.


1 p.m. Memorial Theatre. Political Science Society lecture. Nicholas Turner, Wellington journalist speaks on "South-East Asian Politics". The theme of the series for 1968 is "NZ Society and Political Change".


1.10-2 p.m. Music Society Concert. Music by Mayuzami, Debussy, Lilburn, performed by Allan Marett, Robert Carew, Elizabeth Durbin, Elizabeth Kerr, Hans Kuiper.


7-8.30 p.m. Committee Room 2, all ex-volunteers from V.S.A. to meet. If unable to come ring Philip Morrisson, 82-141.


7.30 p.m. Ramsay House, 36 Kelburn Parade, Rev. Bob Scott speaks on "Confessing the Faith Today". Anglican Society.






Thursday 4


9-10 a.m. E.511 Easterfield. Professor Gordon gives the second of three lectures for Science students in Stage III Honours, M.Sc., and Ph.D. The lectures are designed to help students in the writing of English, which is important in examinations, reports and theses.


12 noon. Committee Room 2. National Club Committee meeting. Club members welcome.


12.15-2 p.m. Memorial Theatre. Film Society showing of "The Pawnbroker". 
Note: This is a change of date from the Film Society programme.


1.10 p.m. Music Room. Hunter Building. Weekly Music Department recital. Music by David Farquhar and Stravinsky, performed by Ruth Pearl, Margaret Neilsen, Jenny McLeod, Frederick Page.


7-8 p.m. Committee Room 2. National Club. Barrie Saunders and Jim Mitchell open up discussion on a national shiping line for NZ and establishment of a separate department of overseas trade.


7.30 p.m. Royal Society Rooms, Dominion Museum, Buckle Street. Geology Section of the Royal Society; Reports on recent fieldwork, including Professor Clark on the While Island Eruption 1967-68.


7.30 p.m. Zoology Lab. 4, Kirk Building. Yacht Club AGM. All interested in sailing welcome.


7.30 p.m. Men's Common Room. VUW International Club AGM.






Friday 5


12.30 - 1.45 p.m. Memorial Theatre. Drama Club play-reading of "MacBird" the controversial American play about the Johnson Administration, produced by Cathie Gordon. Admission non-members 20 cents, members 10 cents.


12.55 p.m. B.106 Catholic Society Mass.


1.00 p.m. Te Rangitahi AGM. Election of officers and discussion of years activities. All welcome.






Saturday 6


2 p.m. Harrier Club. Opening Run and Presidential Welcome at the University, Further details on 
Sub noticeboard.






Monday 8


9 a.m.-8 p.m. Executive Meeting Room. International Affairs Sub-Committee.


1-1.15 p.m. Quiet Room. University prayers. One Student leading with opportunities for others to join in. Joint Religious Societies.


7.45 p.m. Royal Society Rooms, Dominion Museum. Technology Section of the Royal Society lecture "Explosives in Industry" by Mr. R. D. Haffed, Nobel Group Manager, ICI Ltd.






Coming events


Wednesday 10th April, 1-2 p.m. R.B. 104. 
Rev. David King will speak on "Born to be Free".


Wednesday 17th April. Common Rooms. 
Political Science Soc. and 
Labour Club, Wine and Cheese Evening. Socialise with MP's, staff members and students at all stages. Tickets from Committee and Department Secretary.


Saturday 20th April. 
Commerce and Administration Faculty Ball. Tickets $8.00 a double. The ball will be held in the Student Union Building, with The Avengers Band. Tickets available Stud. Ass. Office in limited numbers or from Paul Griffen, Accountancy Department.


Friday-Sunday 19th-21st April. Ngatiawa Campsite. 
SMC Camp. "Conflict of Religion and Ideology". Further details later.


Tuesday 23rd April. Memorial Theatre. 
The New Zealand String Quartet, Alex Lindsay, John Dodds, Vyvyan Yendoll and Farquhar Wilkinson with Ronald Web, oboist, will give a lunchtime recital at 1 p.m. Music is by Mozart and Shostakovitch. Admission 30 cents at the door.


Friday 7th June. 
VUW Ski Club Ball, to be held in the 
Sub. Refreshments and a good super will be provided. Watch noticeboards for details.


Ski Club membership is still open. Don't delay in sending in your name and sub. to PO Box 5141 Wellington. Ski Lodge news to date—walls and roof will be completed this week. The Hut extension will then be completly closed in.



All Notices For Newsheet Must Be In The Hands Of The Students Association Office By 10 A.M. On The Thursday Before Publication.
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8.20 a.m. Quiet Room. NCC Chaplain will celebrate Holy Communion.


12 noon. Quiet Room. Catholic Society Mass.


1 p.m. March in protest against 
Seato and government Vietnam policy leaves from outside Hunter. Organized by University Peace In Vietnam Committee.
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Forum in Common Room if wet, on 
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1 p.m. Memorial Theatre. Political Science Society lecture. Nicholas Turner, Wellington journalist speaks on "South-East Asian Politics". The theme of the series for 1968 is "NZ Society and Political Change".


1.10-2 p.m. Music Society Concert. Music by Mayuzami, Debussy, Lilburn, performed by Allan Marett, Robert Carew, Elizabeth Durbin, Elizabeth Kerr, Hans Kuiper.


7-8.30 p.m. Committee Room 2, all ex-volunteers from V.S.A. to meet. If unable to come ring Philip Morrisson, 82-141.


7.30 p.m. Ramsay House, 36 Kelburn Parade, Rev. Bob Scott speaks on "Confessing the Faith Today". Anglican Society.
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9-10 a.m. E.511 Easterfield. Professor Gordon gives the second of three lectures for Science students in Stage III Honours, M.Sc., and Ph.D. The lectures are designed to help students in the writing of English, which is important in examinations, reports and theses.


12 noon. Committee Room 2. National Club Committee meeting. Club members welcome.


12.15-2 p.m. Memorial Theatre. Film Society showing of "The Pawnbroker". 
Note: This is a change of date from the Film Society programme.


1.10 p.m. Music Room. Hunter Building. Weekly Music Department recital. Music by David Farquhar and Stravinsky, performed by Ruth Pearl, Margaret Neilsen, Jenny McLeod, Frederick Page.


7-8 p.m. Committee Room 2. National Club. Barrie Saunders and Jim Mitchell open up discussion on a national shiping line for NZ and establishment of a separate department of overseas trade.


7.30 p.m. Royal Society Rooms, Dominion Museum, Buckle Street. Geology Section of the Royal Society; Reports on recent fieldwork, including Professor Clark on the While Island Eruption 1967-68.


7.30 p.m. Zoology Lab. 4, Kirk Building. Yacht Club AGM. All interested in sailing welcome.


7.30 p.m. Men's Common Room. VUW International Club AGM.
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12.30 - 1.45 p.m. Memorial Theatre. Drama Club play-reading of "MacBird" the controversial American play about the Johnson Administration, produced by Cathie Gordon. Admission non-members 20 cents, members 10 cents.


12.55 p.m. B.106 Catholic Society Mass.


1.00 p.m. Te Rangitahi AGM. Election of officers and discussion of years activities. All welcome.
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9 a.m.-8 p.m. Executive Meeting Room. International Affairs Sub-Committee.


1-1.15 p.m. Quiet Room. University prayers. One Student leading with opportunities for others to join in. Joint Religious Societies.
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Wednesday 10th April, 1-2 p.m. R.B. 104. 
Rev. David King will speak on "Born to be Free".


Wednesday 17th April. Common Rooms. 
Political Science Soc. and 
Labour Club, Wine and Cheese Evening. Socialise with MP's, staff members and students at all stages. Tickets from Committee and Department Secretary.


Saturday 20th April. 
Commerce and Administration Faculty Ball. Tickets $8.00 a double. The ball will be held in the Student Union Building, with The Avengers Band. Tickets available Stud. Ass. Office in limited numbers or from Paul Griffen, Accountancy Department.


Friday-Sunday 19th-21st April. Ngatiawa Campsite. 
SMC Camp. "Conflict of Religion and Ideology". Further details later.


Tuesday 23rd April. Memorial Theatre. 
The New Zealand String Quartet, Alex Lindsay, John Dodds, Vyvyan Yendoll and Farquhar Wilkinson with Ronald Web, oboist, will give a lunchtime recital at 1 p.m. Music is by Mozart and Shostakovitch. Admission 30 cents at the door.


Friday 7th June. 
VUW Ski Club Ball, to be held in the 
Sub. Refreshments and a good super will be provided. Watch noticeboards for details.


Ski Club membership is still open. Don't delay in sending in your name and sub. to PO Box 5141 Wellington. Ski Lodge news to date—walls and roof will be completed this week. The Hut extension will then be completly closed in.
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Exec. Members Report



Women's Vice President


 -Rosemary Booth


No doubt some recent events around the University have in part been stimulated by events in British universities such as Edinburgh, Aston University, and the London School of Economics. As is common with other universities in Britain at present, these three are asking for greater student representation on their governing bodies.


At the London School of Economics proposals have arisen from their new Machinery of Government Committee, that students should be represented on the School's new Senate or Council.


Events at Edinburgh have attracted more attention, because of the personality Malcolm Muggeridge. Mr. Muggeridge resigned as Rector of Edinburgh University over the pressure brought on him to back the students demands for contraceptives to be made freely available through the Health Service.


The clash was not really about whether students should have contraceptives or whether Malcolm Muggeridge, as Rector, agreed with this, but about what kind of voice students should have on the governing body of the university. By tradition, the Rector represents their views and acts as a liaison between the student's Association and the University Council. Mr. Muggeridge resigned because he felt he could not present the official student view. which the students thought it his 'duty' to present. The Edinburghstudents were concerned that their representative might be a better representative if he was a working member of the student body.


British students are concerned that a partnership be established with their Councils. They wish to be consulted on matters that concern them; they want to talk about their syllabus, accommodation, admissions, appointments, make representations to the University Grants Committee, and discuss what their financial grants should be spent on.


It is from this premise that we should reflect on our own situation in New Zealand. Maybe we are a little more fortunate; all New Zealand Universities have representatives on their Councils. Here at Victoria our Student Representative is Mr. John McGranth, former President of the Association, and now President of NZUSA. He is elected for two years by the Executive. Former Student Representatives have not always been so in touch with student affairs as Mr. McGrath.


Although we have already what some British Universities are striving for, we now need to cement this partnership make full use of it, and enlarge it to other Administrative bodies of the University. It is acknowledge that there are probably 10 subcommittees of Council that students are interested in. One representative cannot be expected to have full contact with all of these. Within the Professorial Board there are are 7-8 committees students would be interested in having a voice on if not a vote. A staff/student Board would have many advantages.


Increased representation would facilitate the smoothness of Executive's organisation; and apart from the advantage of being better informed on University matters and particularly future developments, Executive would be in a better position to represent, and 
Act on student concerns.
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Cultural Affairs Officer 


-Pip Davys


The Cultural Clubs Council A.G.M., held on Thursday, 14 March, was poorly attended by representatives of cultural clubs. Members of the Debating Society, Labour Party Club and Law Faculty Club were conspicuously absent. While many of the smaller clubs may not have been sufficiently organised, it is surprising that even these well-established clubs showed so little enthusiasm for the advancement of their interests.


Officers elected to the cultural Clubs Committee were:


Deputy Chairman: Graeme Sargent


Secretary: Barbara Williams


Treasurer: Don Gilling and five committee members.


None of these nominations were opposed.


The Committee is at present organising Little Cogress, to be held at the Salvation Army Camp at Aatarawa over the last weekend of April.


"Do We have Freedom of Expression in New Zealand?" is the topic of the weekend's lectures and discussion. Speakers invited include The Minister of Labour. Mr. Shand, Mr. Ian Templeton of the parliamentary Press Gallery, Mr. J. H. Dunn, a libel expert. Professor John Roberts (Political Science and Administration), Professor Munz of the History Department, and Mr. Graham Billing.


Because of limited cooking facilities, numbers will be restricted to 65. The cost of the weekend will be about $5, depending on transportation. Application forms will be available from the Students' Association Office next week.
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Out Side Left


I suppose by the time you read this somebody will have decided whether the Peace, Power and Politics Conference is a conference—something, that is, which passes resolutions and gives advice to governments. All anybody's told us so far is that people will speak at it, making things sound like a lecture series rather than a conference. It's always useful to know whether things are what they appear to be.


* * *


Paul James Wedderspoon has survived too long a period at University under his present rather cumbrous surname. ("What's that bloke's name? Bletherspoon?") To simplify matters and lubricate memories which find surnames difficult, we propose an abbreviation —Wedders. Two syllables is enough for anybody's surname.


* * *


Now that the Sunday Times has revealed to its amazed readers that there 
Is a secret report on a national shipping line, it's worth pointing out that on this occasion the Sunday Times was 
Not first with the news. It was first published in the Labour Party Monthly 
New Zealand Statesman which Times star reporter Robin Bromby doesn't read.


* * *


Talking of the power of the press, did you hear about the English lecturer at Prague University who, no doubt wanting to get out of Czechoslovakia before Novotny was purged, was invited to lecture at Canterbury University English Department. 
Truth did a story on him, claiming he was implicated in the Petrov spy case in Australia—and, presto, Canterbury withdrew its invitation. Truth, as they say, will out.


* * *


So people have been geting at this column again—Bruce Mason this time. I should be shivering in my jandals, I suppose. But its good to know someone's reading your column.


What Mr. Mason says about the Downstage magazine is true—it does carry advertising. The question is, how much? Excluding advertisements for Downstage itself, and for undertakings under the same management, like Roy Parsons' coffee gallery, advertising occupied 3y pages in 
Act's first 20-page issue, 7 in the second 20-page issue, 6y in the third 30-page issue and 6 in the fourth 40-page issue. The proportion of advertising, except for the second issue has consistently dwindled, while the increase in size of the magazine bears no relation to its apparent advertising revenue. Compared with its Christchurch competitor 
Stage, which economic stringency has forced to adopt the format of a 10-page tabloid, slightly less than two pages, or a fifth of the current issue of 
Stage are occupied by advertising — a percentage never reached by 
Act.


It would not seem, then, that 
Act can not remotely he making up its losses through advertising.


This leaves, of course, all the points Mr. Mason did 
Not answer: why 
Acts accounts are not shown separately in the Downstage accounts; and whether in fact it is making a loss. I take it that his silence means my suggestions are justified.
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Kaore he whakahoki!




(no comment)
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Faculty Of Arts And Sciences University Of Pittsburgh Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15213



Department Of Psychology


February 21, 1968


Mr. M. D. Short


64 Kelburn Parade, Wellington W.1. New Zealand, Australia


Dear Mr. Short:


Thank you for your inquiry regarding graduate work in our Department of Psychology. However, we do not encourage students whose native language is not English to undertake graduate work in psychology here at the University of Pittsburgh. The reason for this is that our program is highly theoretical and experimental in nature. Dealing with theoretical psychology requires extremely high competence in English. It has been our experience that foreign students have not done well, in our program.


We therefore encourage foreign students to seek admission to graduate programs in psychology which are much more applied and less theoretical in nature than ours is.


We are sorry we could not be of more help to you.




Sincerely yours,


Grace F. Lazovik, Phd. Chairman, Admissions Committee





[image: Signature of Grace F. Lazovik]
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Two Hour Car Parking: 
Salamanca Road


By Roger Wilde.


The chairman of the Wellington City Council Traffic and Transport Committee, Mr. J. H. Turk, has said that although no formal decision has yet been made, two-hour parking will be installed in Salamanca Road.


Mr. Turk voiced concern at the parking conditions near the University, particularly in Salamanca Road and Kelburn Parade.


He said that the parking of cars had created a safety hazard and the condition must be alleviated.


A meeting was held last year between City Council and University authorities.


The University is to purchase the Kelburn Bowling Club site and convert it to a car park.


It was decided that when this transaction is completed the plan will be put into operation.


Earlier the Deputy Commissioner of Transport, Mr. Boyden, said he had no knowledge of such a plan.
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Reminder


Clubs are reminded that they must reaffiliate with the Student Association each year. The Executive would like reaffiliation applications this week.
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Vietnam motion passed


(By Tony Jaques)


The Otago University Student Council has passed a motion against New Zealand's involvement in Vietnam, for the first time.


The motion was passed in spite of 40 dissenting votes in a meeting of about 112.


The motion stated: "That this Council regrets the attitude of the Government in maintaining a New Zealand military presence as allies of America in Vietnam."


The meeting also considered a motion "That we deplore the recent Government attempt at political censorship. when it refused funds to allow three foreign speakers to attend the 'Peace Power and Politics in Asia Conference' and that we view such a precedent as being quite opposed to the spirit of the democracy in which we live."


This motion was lost on the grounds that the Reserve Bank's decision had been legitimate and that Mr. Muldoon had simply been following it.




[image: Political cartoon featuring a man named Wedderspoon fishing. Features Vietnam Petition Group as bait for student voters.]
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"
Bill Of Rights" Suggested


A remit before Easter council of NZUSA this year calls for the formulation of a "student Bill of Rights".


The idea originally arose out of local discussion on the "mixed flat" incident at Dunedin in the second term last year.


In this case the Dunedin University Council invoked a section of the regulations disciplining students for "acting in a manner likely to bring the University into disrepute" to force a male student to leave a flat he was occupying with three girls.


The Victoria Student Association Education sub-committee passed a remit about a "bill of rights" onto the 1967 Winter Council, which was unfortunately lost in transit.


The remit has now been revived and passed by the Executive to go to Easter Council at Massey.


Documentation on the remit by Jonathon Cloud has provided the basis of the "bill of rights" should it be accepted.


He considers the three aspects of university life; the idea of a university; the nature and purpose of university administration; and the character of the student body.
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Action Will Be Taken


Action is to be taken on Jonathan Cloud's controversial study of the Parkyn Report.


The study, published in recent issues of 
Salient, has provoked reaction from staff members and has been the subject of exchanges in the 
Listener.


Executive, at their last meeting, approved a motion put forward by Education Officer, Caroline McGrath, that NZUSA be directed to set up a committee to investigate and take action on Cloud's findings.


NZUSA will consider the matter at Easter Council.
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